perspective. Let your struggles teach you
whatever God wants you to learn from
them. As you deal with the difficulties in
your life, stay focused on what matters most
—eternal values—so you can grow into a
stronger person in the process.

Resist temptations to sin. Don't turn to
sinful behaviors to try to escape the pain of
the tough circumstances you experience;
doing so will only make your pain
worse. Instead, pray for the strength you
need to resist temptation, and pour out your
feelings to God. God will respond by
giving you comfort that you can't find from
any other source.

Attract others to faith as they watch
you. Other people are watching you as you
deal with difficult situations. If you
respond by being faithful to Jesus, they'll be
drawn to Him themselves because you'll
show them what real faith in action looks
like, and that's attractive. So rather than
complaining about your struggles or
compromising your values as you try to deal
with them, invite Jesus to shine His light
through your life, and reflect His character
qualities so other people can see how a
relationship with Him can help them when
they face their own struggles.

Want what God wants for you. Don't
make the mistake of thinking that God
doesn't care about you if He doesn't give
you whatever you ask Him for. Realize that
God loves you so much that He gives you
what you need, even when it's not what you

want. Keep in mind that, because of your
limited perspective on life compared to God's
unlimited perspective, sometimes you ask
God for something that seems good but can
actually harm you. Trust in the fact that God
knows what you need to have the life that
brings you the greatest good. Ask God to
bring your desires in line with His will for
you.

Overcome fear. No matter what kind of
situation you may find yourself facing, don't
be afraid, because God will always be with
you and have your best interests in mind
since He loves you. Whenever feelings of
fear creep into your life, turn to God for the
help you need to overcome them and
successfully navigate your
circumstances. Whenever you sense God
calling you to do something that requires
taking a risk, move forward without fear
because God will empower you to do
whatever He calls you to do.

Keep heaven I n mi

up. Remember all that awaits you in heaven
at the end of your life here on Earth. Let the
anticipation of the wonderful experiences
you'll have in heaven motivate you to meet
your current challenges with the hope, which
will lead to the strength you'll need to get
through any situation. As you think about
heaven, focus your mind on what truly
matters and let distractions go so you can live
life to the fullest right now. Count on God to
give you more hope whenever you ask Him

for it. 9 /

How TO FIND HOPE

When life is going well for you, it's easy
to feel hopeful. But when this fallen
world brings trouble into your life,
feelings of hopelessness can come in,
too. Thankfully, the hope that God offers
is much more than a feeling: It's the
reality of His presence with you. You
can experience that hope in any situation
—even if your health fails, you lose your
job, your spouse leaves, or some other
tragedy hits you. Here's how to find
hope in any situation:

SRRy simply nsgrylvmgg and o start

thriving. Don't let dlfflcult
circumstances stop you from making the
most of each day you're alive. Realize
that even when times are tough, you can
do much more than just endure your
current situation. You can actually enjoy
life to the fullest—even in the middle of
the worst circumstances—when you
remember that life if a gift from God and
decide to embrace it. Ask God to help
you notice His presence with you in
every situation, and rejoice when you
sense Him nearby. Pray for the Holy

Spirit to renew your mind each day so you
can have the positive attitudes you need to
thrive no matter what is going on in your life.

Choose to trust. When something bad
happens in your life, don't respond by arguing
with God or rebelling against Him. Instead,
trust God to keep His promise to use all
circumstances—including the bad ones—to
accomplish good purposes in your
life. Remember that God is perfect, so He
can't make any mistakes, and whatever He
chooses to do is for a good purpose. If He
has allowed something difficult to happen to
you, there's a reason.

Learn and grow from your struggles. God
allows you to experience challenging
circumstances so you can learn to love and
trust Him in deeper ways, and so you can
grow more mature, developing a strong
character to become more like Jesus. Keep in
mind that God is more interested in your
lasting holiness than your temporary
happiness because holiness will help you
learn to choose what's best for you. Ask God
to help you see your struggles from His




OUR ViISION AT CCC

It is not a vision of what we're going to do. It
is not a vision of a preferred future. It is not a
vision of human activity. It is a vision of
what already is. It is a vision of God, and
how good he is, and how wonderful it is to
be alive and a friend of such a Being.

Our vision is to be a church where people can
hold their heads high because they have
found hope, grace, freedom, and
forgiveness—in Jesus Christ. Where they can
be part of a family that loves them and where
they can see a future that is indeed bright.

We want to be a church where people can
recognize the dreams God has for them and
where they are using their God-given gifts for
His praise and glory. A church where each
person has a rich and maturing life marked
by the evidences (or fruits) of the Holy
Spirit.

Why Potential Doesn't Equal
Success

I had a friend who hated to hear the
dreaded, "P-word." To him, "potential"

meant one thing: You're messing your life

up, why wonot

He would say to me
saying I have potential and that I can do
better. It would be so much easier if I didn't
have any potential. There would be no
pressure."

you

My friend, who later exceeded expectations
by becoming a dynamic pastor of a large
suburban church, hit the nail on the head.
With potential comes enormous pressure.
Ask Solomon. Talk about potential; he was
swimming in the stuff. His father, David,
set up the nation of Israel in such a way that
Solomon couldn't possibly fail. Then, the
Lord made Solomon the wisest and richest
man who ever lived.

Who could fail with that kind of a start?

Well, sadly, Solomon did fail. Sure, he built
Israel into a superpower, he grew his
wealth, he expanded the kingdom.

But as a spiritual and moral leader, he was
an abysmal failure. As a result of his serial
adultery, God eventually divided Israel into
two kingdoms.

The question people ask is this. "How could
someone like Solomon, who was given so
much, fail?"

The answer? Potential doesn't

equal

Success.

This is a pattern that's repeated today in
Christian homes and schools across the
country. Research indicates that
somewhere | around . 80 ercent of
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How can teens—who have been given so
much from their Christian parents, good
churches, and godly examples—chuck it all
in favor of the temporary pleasures of sin?

The answer? Potential doesn't

Success.

equal

What plagued Solomon—and what plagues
Christian young people—is a failure to
internalize faith, to make it their own.
Instead, they are content to rest on the
fervency of their parents or their pastor or
their church. But this kind of hand-me-
down experience won't survive the rigors
of college, the workforce, and marriage.

The key to success in the Christian life is
not what you've been given, but what you

do with the opportunities God offers you

Solomon had a lot going for him and
failed.

Contrast that with Joseph, who grew up in
a dysfunctional family, was betrayed by his
brothers, sold into slavery, and was falsely
accused of rape.

Joseph had very little potential, and yet he
succeeded.

Our all-powerful God has blessed each one
of us differently. We all possess different
gifts, talents, and passions. We all have
different backgrounds, family situations,
and heritages. These are things you cannot
control. These are advantages or
disadvantages you did not choose.

Wehat you cancontrol is how you choose to
live your life. Will you squander what God
has given you, or will you use it for His
glory? Will you lament your station in life
or will you make the most of every
situation?

You can have potential without any
success. You can have success without any
potential. You can also have potential and

SUcCCcEsS.
By Daniel Darling, the author of Teen People of the
Bible. Visit him at danieldarling.com.

A THEOLOGY OF AUDACITY

If you ever encounter a theology that doesn't directly
connect the greatness of God with your potential to
do great things on his behalf, it's not biblical
theology. File it under Heresy.

Il take that further: if you're not daring to believe
God for the impossible, you're sleeping through
some of the best parts of your Christian life.

And further still: if the size of your vision for your
life isn't intimidating to you, there's a good chance
it's insulting to God.

Audacious faith is the raw material that authentic
Christianity is made of. It's the stuff that triggers
ordinarily level-headed people like you and me to




start living with unusual boldness. When you live this
way, your eyes will be opened to see your day-to-day
life in vivid color. Your spiritual growth will
accelerate at a supernatural pace.

If you're like most Christians, audacity is not a word
you use to describe your faith. Audacity, my
dictionary says, makes regular people behave with
"boldness or daring, especially with confident
disregard for personal comfort [or] conventional
thought." And, if you think about it, confident
disregard for the status quo is the essence of the
gospel. It describes the radical path Christ's life took
on earth. It goes to the heart of what it means to live
by faith.

Of course, every believer in Jesus has a measure of
faith—it's the prerequisite to salvation. But after that,
if we're honest, we think of faith primarily in terms of
a spiritual thought or a comfortable feeling. We hope
it's enough to get us to heaven when we die. But in
the meantime, it's barely enough to keep us praying,
giving, and going to the eleven o'clock service.

Let me ask you: does the brand of faith you live by
produce the kinds of results in your life that you
read about in the biblical stories of men and women
of faith?

Chances are, not even close. For most of us, this
disparity is hard to live with. The chasm we see
between our mundane spiritual experiences and the
overcoming faith we read about in the accounts of
biblical heroes is downright discouraging. It can
create a heavy weight of condemnation and a sense of
failure in our hearts. We can begin to feel like maybe
our faith isn't the real thing. Some believers I've
known have gotten so tired of faking faith that they
have just given up altogether.

POST TRAUMATIC FAITH DISORDER

I'll admit that faith is a sore subject for millions. It's
been abused, mishandled, distorted, and ultimately
disfigured. Sometimes it seems like there's a custom-
tailored faith for everyone:

If the Galatians 2:20 kind of faith—"I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me"—is too clunky for you, trade it in. Exchange
it for an easier, no-money-down model.

If trusting in the miracle-working power of Jesus is
too out there for your modern mind, play it safe.
Don't ever ask God to provide for you
supernaturally. Don't dare to ask for physical healing
or anything else that would put God on the spot.
Because what if he doesn't come through?

A lot of Christians I know stagger through life in a
daze. Suffering from post traumatic faith disorder,
they hunker down in the basement, open a can of
Beanie Weenees, and wait for the end of the world.

Am I reading your mail? If so, you're probably stuck
in spiritual survival mode. You've settled for
spiritual mediocrity. You're not trying to be a
hypocrite. It's just that so far the faith thing hasn't,
well, worked for you.

But we can't let abuses and misunderstandings hold
us back. God has no plan B. The Bible throws down
the gauntlet in Hebrews 11:6: Without faith it is
impossible to please God.

It doesn't get any plainer than that. Faith isn't just a
Get Out of Hell Free cardt's the most vital building
block of your relationship with God. And it's the
only real foundation worth establishing your life on.

Taken from Sun Stand Still: What Happens When You Dare to
Ask God for the Impossible? by Steven Furtick, Copyright 2010.
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