I just read this the day and wanted to share
it with you:

Taken by Surprise

Life has a habit of taking us by surprise.
Events catch us off guard and send us
reeling. Accident, injury, family stress,
divorce, job transfer, layoff - these are some
of the high-stress events that can shake our
poise.

The danger is that these things can send
people into panic mode. She makes some
totally irresponsible statement. He acts
without thinking. Harm is done to
relationships that can never be undone.

The same events can shake our theological
footing. Long-resolved doubts resurface.
She withdraws from Christian friends and
stops attending church. He begins to blame
God for what is happening in his life.

Am I just imagining that people react to
life's sneak attacks in these ways? Haven't
you seen it too? Is some form of it going on
with you?

Imagine that your scared-for-his-life
husband offered you as a sexual playmate to
the man he feared, that your were a teenager
forced to spend years in jail because of
someone's lie about you, that all your
children have been killed in the same
horrible storm, or that your racial identity

caused some people to deny you your civil
rights. These "hypothetical" episodes are the
biblical stories of Sarah, Joseph, Job, and
Paul.

The people whose stories we know from the
Bible are not figures in stained-glass
windows. They were real flesh-and-blood
people like you and me. They emerged from
their crisis situations in victory mode. Yet
they lost precious things and certainly bore
scars from what had happened to them.

If we could look into heaven at those bitter
junctures of life, though, our hearts would be
reassured. Looking into God's face, we would
discover there is no sweat on his upper lip.
Even if we are shocked and disoriented, he is
not. Oh, his lip would be quivering with
compassion for our pain, but he is sovereign
over his universe. Nothing catches him by
surprise, and he knows precisely how to get
his wounded children through their most
harrowing life crises.

The sounds of a howling mob, a whip ripping
into bare flesh, and a hammer driving nails
into hands and feet were overwhelming
sounds - until the tomb was found empty. The
same power that raised him then sustains us
now.

So, when you feel you are about to lose it,

visualize God's upper lip. Trust his promises.
Know you are not alone. Wait for victory.
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10 YEARS! .. .CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?

What an honor it is to say I have
been a pastor at Community
Christian Church in Great Bend,
KS., for ten years!

Thank you for putting up with me
as I learned what being a full time
pastor is all about (and I’'m still
learning). Thank you for loving
our family and working with us
side by side, shoulder to shoulder
in the Kingdom of God. There
have been many joyful times, sad
times, and bewildering times, but
all in all, we are glad we can be
counted a part of the family at
Community Christian Church.

Denise & I came to Great Bend
with our kids, Eli & Jana, from

Washington KS where [ was working
for the Farm Service Agency. Denise
ran her own preschool. Ten years later
we are still here and have never
wanted to go back to what we did
before.

I have changed over the last ten years
(mostly for the good I hope), you have
changed over the last ten years, the
church has changed in the last ten
years, as has the culture we live in.
We serve an unchanging God who
loves to change people. . .into someone
who loves Him and loves his/her
fellow neighbor.

Let’s keep growing together, changing
together, maturing together, bearing
with one another as we share Jesus!




A Plea for Grace

"Christians are not to seek "power over"
others - by controlling governments, passing
legislation or fighting wars. Christians should
seek to have "power under" others - winning

others hearts by sacrificing for those in

need." -
Dr.Gregory Boyd, Pastor of Woodland Hills
Church in Minnesota

That is indeed what Jesus did. That is
EXACTLY how a group of men and women
in the first century with NO political power
turned the world upside down. They
sacrificially served others.

Dr. Boyd also noted that "America is not the
light of the world and the hope of the world.
The light of the world and the hope of the
world is Jesus Christ."”

Hard to argue with that. The fact is that
government and laws can only restrain. Paul
had a lot of thoughts on that in his letter to
the Romans. Jesus can change the heart
and change behavior from the inside out. |
am saddened when | see good, well-
intentioned people thinking that more
education and regulation will solve our
problems. | am certainly not against
education but | would point out that it has
been the brightest and best that have gotten
us into such a mess on Wall Street. The
problem is not lack of knowledge but a lack
of understanding of the hearts of men and
women. We all have a nature that needs to
be changed. We deny that at our own peril
and the peril of our culture.

I am not smart enough to decide what God
has called people to do. If He has placed a
desire for people to impact the culture
through political action | am not about to
qguestion their motives. But | do believe that
those of us who claim the name of Jesus
need to communicate our views with grace
and compassion.

I am active politically. | study issues and
candidates and | always vote. | give to
causes that | believe in and | would be
willing to work for a candidate that shared
my goals for our country.

But | get nervous about using the church as
a political base. God's Word taught
effectively will mold followers of Jesus
that will view social issues wisely. My
goal is to introduce people to Jesus,
disciple them into a real relationship with

Him and then watch as the Holy Spirit [T

changes what my sermonizing cannot.

The body of Christ is about Jesus. About
being a good citizen that respects authority.
And about demonstrating His amazing
grace to a desperately needy world. The
message should be grace, redemption
and the forgiveness available to
everyone. All parties are welcome at the
foot of the cross. We need to spend more

Patient persistence pierces through
indifference; gentle speech breaks down
rigid defenses. (Proverbs 25:15, NLT)

You cannot change the minds and hearts
of others by strident arguing. You cannot
change the minds of some with a 2 by 4 up
the side of the head...as tempting as that
may be. You can change a few hearts and
minds by demonstrating the grace and
good news of the Gospel of Jesus. | love
the United States deeply. But | do not
believe that the hope of the world is
democracy even though | believe there is
no better system of government. The hope
of the world is Jesus. That is my message.
| want to be a good citizen but | must be a
grace filled representative for Christ.

By Dave Burchett, an Emmy Award winning television sports
director, author, and Christian speaker.

THE BIBLE
The Bible is a diverse collection of
manuscripts written over a period of a
millennium by several dozen authors—
yet still possesses an amazing unity.
To appreciate this feat, imaging a book
begun 500 years before Columbus and
is just now being completed! The
Bible s striking u
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A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh

words make tempers flare. The tongue of

the wise makes knowledge appealing, but
the mouth of a fool belches out
foolishness. (Proverbs 15, NLT)

using a variety of authors and cultural
situations, God developed a complete
record of what he wants us to know
and amazingly the parts fit together in
such a way that a single story does
emerge.

“A little less shock, a little more
alad to see me would be nice.”

EXCUSE ME, PASTOR...I HATE TO INTERRUPT...
BUT | WAS HOPING TODAY'S SERMON
WOULD ADDRESS MY STRUGGLE
WITH SELF-CENTEREDNESS.
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Q September 6 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 1.1-3
Ai...and the story goes onbo
5 September 13 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 1.4-11
H Are We There Yet?
E September 20 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 2.1-41
Announcing Good News
© September 27 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 2.42-47
A Personal Faith?
8 | October 4 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 3.1-26
@ The Power of the Name of Jesus
October 11 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 4.1-31
Diseased or Dynamic Religion?
October 18 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 4.32-5.11
@ How Much is that Glory in the Win-
dow?
Q October 25 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 5.17-6.7
Who is in Charge Around Here Any-
way?

The Word of Truth
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