
alone. Notice in Deuteronomy 31 (read it 

all, its all good for you) that God uses music 

to help his people remember his words.  

 

2) Singing can help us engage the words 

emotionally.  
Music is a language of emotion in every 

culture of every age. It is capable of 

effecting us in profound and subtle ways 

(like when Saul's spirit was calmed by 

David's harp).  

 

Why does music affect us so deeply?  

One reason is its associations. In our 

culture, a fast song in a major key is usually 

associated with happiness, whereas a slow 

song in a minor key is associated with 

sadness. Music can also bring forth old 

associations of things that happened in 

certain periods or experiences in our lives.  

 

Musical skill also has a role in affecting us 

deeply. If it is played well it can affect us to 

a deeper degree, whereas poorly done music 

can be distracting or less effective.  

 

Music helps us engage emotionally with the 

words we're singing also by stretching 

things out. It gives us time to think about 

the words more carefully. Consider the 

repetition of Psalm 136 or the hymn "It Is 

Well." Through repetition the words and 

emotions are amplified.  

 

God is worthy of our highest, purest, and 

strongest emotions. Singing helps express 

and unite them. Singing without emotion is 

an oxymoron. Vibrant singing enables us to 

connect truth about God with passion for that 

truth. We can sing theologically profound 

truths and not be affected. But none of that 

changes the fact that God wants to use music 

to help break through the apathy and hardness 

of our heart and engage him emotionally.  

 

3) Singing can help us use words to 

demonstrate and express our unity.  
The first two points can be accomplished 

when we sing by ourselves, but this point 

needs other people. People sing together in 

the strangest places: rock concerts, sporting 

events, birthdays, weddings, funerals. 

Singing together tends to bind us together. It 

enables us to spend extended periods of times 

expressing the same thoughts and passions. 

And when it comes to the church, it has 

significant implications.  

 

Scripture doesn't only speak about 

congregational singing--God can be honored 

when we sing alone or when soloists sing in 

the church. But it is clear that the dominant 

theme of Scripture is believers singing 

together. Jesus died to redeem a universal 

choir, and every individual voice matters. We 

are not called to listen to others sing or to 

sing by ourselves. We are called to sing 

together. The question is not, "Do you have a 

voice?" The question is, "Do you have a 

song?" If you're redeemed by Christ's cross 

then you do have a song!  

 

 

 

I recently read an article with this title: 

ñWhat happens when we sing in 

worship?ò by Bob Kauflin. He states 

that God has a passion for singing.  

 

Lets look at the Bible, the Word of God 

to see if that is true:  
 1 Sing a new song to the LORD! Let the whole 

earth sing to the LORD!  

 2 Sing to the LORD; praise his name. Each day 

proclaim the good news that he saveséTell 

everyone about the amazing things he does. 

Psalm 96:1-3  

 

Wow! Did you know the Bible contains 

over 400 references to singing and 50 

direct commands to sing. We're 

commanded twice in the New Testament 

to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs (Ephesians 5.19; Colossians 3.16).  

 

But the big question is why does God 

command us not only to praise him, 

but to sing praises to him?  
 

That takes more Bible study. We find in 

Zephaniah 3.17 that God himself sings:  
17 The LORD your God is with you,  
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       he is mighty to save.  

       He will take great delight in you,  

       he will quiet you with his love,  

       he will rejoice over you with singing." 
 

Jesus sang hymns with his disciples. 

Ephesians 5 (read it all, its good for you) tells 

us that one of the fruits of being filled with 

the Spirit is singing. So we worship a triune 

God who sings, and he wants us to be like 

him.  

 

So how does music relate to words?  
Some Christians think music supersedes the 

word, both in its significance and effect. 

Others think that music undermines the word. 

But God it appears to me that himself wants 

them together. He gave us music to serve the 

word. How does that work? Let me give you 

three ways singing serves the Word of God: 

 

1) Singing can help us remember words.  
Ever notice how easy it is to recall the words 

of songs you haven't heard for 20 years? We 

store literally hundreds, even thousands of 

songs in our memory vaults. Music has an 

unusual power. We remember patterns in 

music much better than patterns in words 



NATIONAL  DAY  OF PRAYER  IS  MAY  6TH , 

THE  FIRST THURSDAY IN  MAY . 

 

 

6 IN  10 AMERICAN  ADULTS PRAY  DAILY  
Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion & 

Public Life reports that more than half of 

Americans incorporate prayer into their daily 

life. The National Day of Prayer, which was 

recently ruled unconstitutional by a federal 

district court in Wisconsin, does not 

designate a particular religion.  

 

The U.S. Religious Landscape Survey, 

conducted in 2007 by the Pew Research 

Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life, 

shows that prayer is a common religious 

practice in America, with nearly six in 10 

adults in the U.S. saying they pray at least 

once a day.  

 

However, frequency of prayer differs 

significantly by religious tradition, age, 

gender and income. Seventy-eight percent of 

Evangelical Protestants pray daily, compared 

to 71 percent of Muslims and 58 percent of 

self-identified Catholics. Participants over 

age 65 were more 20 percent more likely to 

pray daily than young adults age 18 to 29, 48 

percent of whom pray daily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TIME FOR 
FELLOWSHIP 

FRIDAYS!  
 

 
 

The grass is growing (if you havenôt 
noticed) and that means the church 
yard (all 6 acres or so) needs  attention. 
Every Friday afternoon/evening, we 
encourage you to come and help mow, 
trim, tend to the flower bed, prune the 
trees, or whatever else needs done to 
keep this acreage looking good. The 
church has two riding mowers to use, 
plus you can bring your own if you have 
one. Push mowers are also needed for 
under the windbreaks and around the 
campground area. We usually grill a 
hotdog or burger afterwards.  

 

Thanks for your help! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IS THE BIBLE YOUR AUTHORITY? 
by James MacDonald 

 

For the word of God is alive and 

powerful. It is sharper than the 

sharpest two-edged sword, cutting 

between soul and spirit, between 

joint and marrow. It exposes our 

innermost thoughts and desires 
Hebrews 4.12  

 

You will never have the power to live a full 

and fruitful godly life until you choose 

God's Word as your final authority. So let 

me ask you: Have you made the choice to 

obey God's Word? Sadly, many people 

treat the Bible as a sorry substitute for their 

authority. 

 

SOME PEOPLE TREAT THE BIBLE AS AN  
HORS D'OEUVRES TRAY 

If Kathy and I came over to your house for 

dinner, I bet we wouldn't be in the door 

five minutes and you'd offer us a tray of 

some hot goodies. I'd look at it and say, 

"That one looks really good. Aw-that 

probably has too many calories . . . I want 

this one." 

 

Many people pick and choose Bible 

passages based on what suits their taste: "I 

really like the part in Romans 8 about how 

much God loves me, and I really like that 2 

Corinthians 12 about how 'God's grace is 

sufficient,' but I'll skip the parts about 

forgiveness, or repentance, or hell." 

 

The Bible is not your authority as long as 

you're picking and choosing what you 

accept. 

SOME PEOPLE TREAT THE BIBLE  
LIKE RENTAL CAR INSURANCE 

I would guess that most people waive the 

extra rental car insurance. The costs are 

plenty already. I haven't had an accident in 

ten years. What are the chances that I'm 

going to have an accident today? Slim. No, 

I don't need the insurance. 

 

A lot of people treat the Bible like that. In 

an emergency I need the Bible, but I doubt 

I'll have a crisis today, so I think I'll pass. 

Technically, you should get up and spend 

some time in God's Word, but instead you 

grab a cup of coffee and rush out the door. 

I'll probably be OK today without it. 

 

SOME PEOPLE TREAT THE BIBLE  
LIKE A SEAT BELT 

Of course you wear a seatbelt-but only 

because it's the law. And that crazy bell 

won't quit ringing until you click it. If you 

could get behind the dashboard and rip that 

bell out, I think you'd wear your seat belt 

less. 

 

Some people treat the Bible like that. Yeah, 

I read the Bible because it's the law. And 

also because I can't get the guilt to quit 

ringing in my ears if I don't. So to silence 

the alarm, you spend a few minutes 

perusing it every day.  

 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/owkrzmtlrfrdtqlvdkgncdsctmdqjggqfwtczzvtwmjfrjq_frqbrrrqnrgd.html


Instead of an authority to guide your life, 

people minimize the Bible by treating it like: 

 

ß An hors d'oeuvres tray - where you 

can pick or choose. 

ß Rental car insurance - that you're 

glad to have, but only in an 

emergency. 

ß A seat belt - a nuisance that cramps 

your style. 
 

How sad. If this characterizes your thinking 

in any way, come back to the priority of 

God's Word in your life and let it be your 

authority.  

 

Your law, LORD, is perfect, reviving the 

soul; Your testimony, LORD, is sure, making 

wise the simple; Your precepts, LORD, are 

right, rejoicing the heart; Your 

commandment, LORD, is pure, enlightening 

the eyes. Moreover, by them is your servant 

warned; in keeping them there is great 

reward. Amen. (Psalm 19) 

 

1. What is the Bible to me? How do I 

know? 
 

2. Can I think of a time when the Bible 

changed what I did or what I thought 

about something? 

 
This article came from www.crosswalk.com 

 

 
 
 

May 2 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
The Unforgivable Sin 

Mark 3.20-35 

May 9 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Soil Test 

Mark 4.1-20 

May 16 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Calming the storm 

Mark 4.35-41 

May 23 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Faith that rescues 

Mark 5.21-43 

May 30 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Iôve got some Good News and Iôve 

got some Good News 

Mark 8.27-38 

June 6 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Itôs good for us to be here 

Mark 9.2-19 

June 13 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Help my unbelief 

Mark 9.14-29 

June 20 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Those who are not against us are 

for us 

Mark 9.38-50 

June 27 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Cleansing the Temple 

Mark 11.12-25 

Major Kudos go to:  
 
 

ß Our praise team and sound techsð

what a great job you all are doing!  
 

ß Bev & Steve Hammersmith, and Julie 

Peterson for planting flowers in the front 
flower bed 

 

ß The moving crews for Josh and Emily 

Durr, ACS Computers (Bob LaPierre), 
and Pennie Bjork 

 


