was motivated by His desire to see
them experience the full life God
intended. Of course, most people
didn’t respond positively. The
multitudes ultimately called for his
crucifixion. Yet, Jesus never
waivered. He loved people and
sought their best without needing
their love in return.

This is what motivates us today—the
love of Jesus! There’s nothing
negative about that is there? We are
blessed with a positive church that is
filled with love, excitement, new
attenders—and a desire to continue to
bring God’s hope to the hopeless.

The question we face is what method
do we use to “open the door.” By the
time you read this, we will have had
our “Idea-fest” at the CCC
campground (weather permitting).
My prayer is that our combined ideas
and the leading of the Holy Spirit will

continue to take us where Jesus wants
us to go (and be!)

This means as we do this—as we
welcome people—and Jesus shows
up—our church will change. Every
time new faces start showing up—our
church changes. New challenges arise
and new opportunities for serving
appear. New ways of “making
disciples” will have to be
implemented.

Are you ready for that? The alternative
is to just shut the door and keep Jesus
out. [ don’t want that to happen, and |
hope you don’t either. Do you care
about the people Jesus cares about?
The “sinners” He hung out with and
forgave? If so—then God is going to
continue to do greater and greater
things in Community Christian

Church—new things—different things.

Anticipate with eagerness the changes
to come—the lives to be saved—and
the glory for God to arise!

-

See you on Sunday!
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How DO WE QOPEN THE DOOR TO JESUS?

In Revelation 3.20, Jesus makes
His concluding remarks to the
seven churches, most of which are
failing in serious ways. He said,
“Here I am! I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will
come in and eat with him, and he

b

with me.’

While many folks want to read that
and apply that personally —it is a
statement to the churches!

Simply put—these churches had
shut Jesus out. When a church
does this—it can’t experience

Jesus’ promise to build a church that
will prevail over the gates of hell
(Matthew 16.18).

The good news is that Jesus doesn’t
just walk away and leave us alone. He
remains at the door, waiting for
someone to hear Him and open it. That
tells me that at our very core—we
should be all about opening the door to
Jesus to do what only He can do: shine
the light in darkness and change
lives.

Love, and what was best for people,
motivated Jesus. He loved people, and
everything He did during His time here




Unused Spiritual Resources

During Superbowl XXXVII, FedEx ran a
commercial that spoofed the movie
Castaway, in which Tom Hanks played a
FedEx worker whose company plane went
down, stranding him on a desert island for
years.

Looking like the bedraggled Hanks in the
movie, the FedEx employee in the
commercial goes up to the door of a
suburban home, package in hand.

When the lady comes to the door, he
explains that he survived five years on a
deserted island, and during that whole
time he kept this package in order to
deliver it to her.

She gives a simple, "Thank you."

But he is curious about what is in the
package that he has been protecting for
years. He says, "If I may ask, what was in
that package after all?"

She opens it and shows him the contents,
saying, "Oh, nothing really. Just a satellite
telephone, a global positioning device, a
compass, a water purifier, and some
seeds."

Like the contents in this package, the
resources for growth and strength are
available for every Christian who will take
advantage of them.

Citation: Bill White, Paramount, California

Thank You!

We all owe a big thank you to Denise
Sweany’s brother Danny Drake who lives in
Topeka. He jumped into action to secure a
ride to get our people home from their
World’s of Fun Trip on April 26" after our
bus broke down on the turnpike near
Lawrence.

Thank You!

And thanks to elder Bob LaPierre for
organizing our Family Fun Extravaganza in
the CCC campgrounds. What a great fun
time that was—and we are praying for some
God-sized ideas to take place as a result of
the idea-fest. Your efforts and service is
much appreciated by us—and I’m sure is
pleasing to God.

Thank You!

How MATURE ARE YOU?

Hebrews 6.1 says
toward maturity.
purposes of the church—to help
everyone grow spiritually,
emotionally, mentally—in every way,
until we grow up and become fully-
developed followers of Christ

we

13 This will continue until we all
come to such unity in our faith
and knowledge of
we will be mature in the Lord,
measuring up to the full and
complete standard of Christ.
(Ephesians 4.13 NLT).

Let' s be honest. A | ot
are caused by our own immaturity.
The number one reason couples
struggle in marriage is just that they
need to grow up. Many church
problems arise because
and self-centered. We get into
trouble in relationships with others
because of our immature words,

decisions, and actions.
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can be Christian for 50 years and still
be i mmature.
as appearance, and
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mastered the study of God!
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Maturity means being complete—fully
developed—the person God made you
to be. Jesus Christ is the perfect
picture of maturity. God can even use

Go d 0 sourSseffieririgtd®Help us become more

like Him.

% We can rejoice, too, when we
run into problems and trials, for
we know that they help us
develop endurance. *  And
engU{ancg devek?]&)s cs)tlbquter] of
character, a character
strengthens our confident hope of
salvation.  ® And this hope will not
lead to disappointment. For we
e A

given us the Holy
Spirit to fill our hearts with his
love. (Romans 5.3-5 NLT)
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THE BATTLEGROUND IS YOUR MIND

The mind has been called the battleground
where Satan does his work, and indeed it
really is! However; you must remember, your
mind is not the real you. You are a spirit, you
have a mind, and you live in a body
according to 1 Thess. 5:23. God has given
each of us weapons that are effective in this
battle in the mind.

In 2 Corinthians 10.3-5, we are told that our
weapons are not merely physical weapons of
flesh and blood, because we are not to do
physical battle. Satan is not a physical being,
neither are his cohorts, his demons.

SFor though we live in the world, we do not
wage war as the world does. *The weapons
we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine
power to demolish strongholds. *We demolish
arguments and every pretension that sets
itself up against the knowledge of God, and
we take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ. 2 Corinthians 10.3-5 NIV

In order to do battle with them we need
spiritual weapons. We not only have these
weapons, we are told that they are mighty —
when used through God!

I want you to notice the area of battle it
speaks of in verse five,

‘We  demolish — arguments and  every
pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every

thought to make it obedient to Christ.

The word in the Greek translated,
strongholds, 1is the word ochuroma,
meaning  fortify,  holding,  castle,
figuratively, an argument.

Satan tries to establish fortifications or
arguments in your mind. Sometimes
these arguments are like castles, hard to
penetrate!

But we can do it! We have the necessary
weapons - the major one being the
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God!
[Eph. 6:17].

Satan would love to get you involved
with deceptive thinking, doubts, fears,
worrying, etc., until you are so caught up
in it that you are of no use to yourself or
anyone else!

We need to grab hold of what we think
on and bring it into line with the Word of
God! Philippians 4.8 says,

8F inally, brothers, whatever is true,

whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. (NIV)

What are you thinking?

The Word of TruthE==

May 3 Do you have: An Unquenchable 2 Thessalonians 1.1-12
Determination to Persevere?
May 10 Do you have: An Unquenchable 2 Thessalonians 2.1-3.5
Love for the Truth?
May 17 Do you have: An Unquenchable 2 Thessalonians 3.6-18

Godbés Wor k?

Commi t ment to
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May 24 Stand Firm In the Truth D Titus 1.1-4
May 31 Choose Your Leaders Carefully  Titus 1.5-9
June 07 Guard Against Legalism Titus 1.10-16
June 14 Set the Example Titus 2.1-3
June 21 Plan for the Future Titus 2.4-8
June 28 Make Christianity Attractive in Titus 2.9-10
the Marketplace
July 05 Live Holy Lives in an Unholy Titus 2.11-15
World

July 12 Express a Sweet Spirit Titus 3.1-8
July 19 Maintain Harmony Titus 3.9-15



