
DOESN’T GOD LOVE US ANYMORE? 
 

Have you ever wondered how we can help 

children make sense of earthquakes and 

floods, car wrecks and cancer, death and 

divorce? For that matter, how do you make 

sense of those things to adults? 
 

Terrorism is at work on every continent of 

the world. There are injustices perpetrated 

in public view practically every day. The 

persistent threat of poverty, hunger, disease, 

and pain can drive one to the brink of 

despair. As followers of Jesus Christ, we 

wonder at times, what is God's response to 

all these things? And here’s the biggest 

elephant-in-the-room question no wants to 

vocalize: Doesn't he love us anymore? 
 

In his commencement address, the speaker 

told of a young woman who was about to 

give way to despair in the face of life's dark 

side. She went to a house of worship and 

prayed: "Oh, Lord! I don't understand. How 

can you allow all this injustice, pain, and 

cruelty—and do nothing?" Then she heard 

a tiny voice from somewhere behind her. It 

said, "God didn't 'do nothing.' He made 

you." 
 

Perhaps that is God's word to you and me 

today. He put us here to make a difference 

in this imperfect and sometimes scary 

environment. It isn't someone else's problem 

to address. It's my problem. And yours. God 

will turn us into his instruments and do 

something to make things better—if we will 

cooperate. 
 

If you are working in a dog-eat-dog culture, 

you can stop your own barking and biting. 

Others just might follow suit as they witness 

your reaction. If not, you have still done what 

God wanted you to do. You can model a 

healthier spirit that honors the Lord.  
 

So—does God still love us? The answer is 

yes—and He loves us enough to change us so 

we can help change the world. An impossible 

job? Just remember—we have a God who 

specializes in the impossible.  

 

 

YOUR RIGHT TO HANG UP 
  

The story is that Satan accepted an invitation 

to be interviewed on The Larry King Show. 

When Larry asked his predictable question 

about the devil's proudest moment or greatest 

accomplishment, there was a wistful pause.  
 

"Ah, there have been so many good ones," 

Old Scratch began. "There have been 

gruesome murders and devastating wars and 

whole cities laid waste." 
 

"But surely there is one foul deed you 

consider the crowning achievement of your 

devilish career," pressed the TV host. 
 

"Actually, yes," sighed the devil. "I am the 

one who invented call waiting." 
 

Technology drives all of us a little nuts now 

and then. For all the oohing and aahing, most 

of us will probably be able to live without an 

iPad. No doubt there are days when you wish 

the leash of your cell phone could be cut. 

Then there are the calls that require that we 

listen closely because the menu has 

What if I said, “stop praying?” What if I 

told you to stop talking at God for a 

while, but instead take a long, hard look 

at Him before you speak another word?  

Solomon warned us not to rush into 

God’s presence with words. That’s what 

fools do. Unfortunately—that’s often 

what we do.  

 

We are a culture that relies on 

technology over community, a society in 

which spoken and written words are 

cheap, easy to come by, and excessive. 

Our culture says anything goes; fear of 

God is almost unheard of. We are slow 

to listen, quick to speak, and quick to 

become angry.  

 

The wise man comes to God without 

saying a word and stands in awe of Him. 

It may seem a hopeless endeavor, to 

gaze at an invisible God—but Romans 

1.20 tells us that through creation, we 

see His “invisible qualities” and “divine 

nature.”  

 

Go online and look at the “Awe Factor” 
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video located at www.crazylovebook.com to 

get a taste of the awe factor of our God—

seriously—go do it. Speechless? Amazed? 

Humbled?  

 

Don’t those images make you want to 

worship? Not speak—but to sit quietly and 

admire the Creator.  

 

It’s wild to think that most of these galaxies 

have been discovered only in the past few 

years, thanks to the Hubble Telescope. 

They’ve been in the universe for thousands of 

yeas without humans even knowing about 

them.  

 

Why would God create more than 

350,000,000,000 galaxies that generations 

never saw or even knew existed? Do you 

think maybe it was to make us say, “Wow, 

God is unfathomably big?” or perhaps God 

wanted us to see these pictures so that our 

response would be, “Who do you think I 

am?” 
(excerpted from Crazy Love, Overwhelmed by a Relentless 

God by Francis Chan) 

 

 



changed—and added another 27 steps to get 

to a human being! 
 

Has technology had anything to do with 

shaping our lives of late? Altering the 

communications landscape? Even changing 

worship? Who could deny it! 

  

I think it all started with television shortening 

our attention span. It wasn't long before 

reason and facts were replaced with images, 

feelings, and sound bytes. There was more 

immediacy and less reflection. Faith has 

morphed into feeling, and discipleship has 

been replaced by membership.  
 

Cultural trends are dictated by Facebook, and 

anything that gives as much information as e-

mail is passé. A tweet is "enuf info 4 u." 

Will anyone know how to write a coherent 

sentence with correctly spelled words from 

this generation—much less a paragraph? As 

Snoopy used to say about such things, 

"Aargh!" 
 

I don't mean to come across as a Luddite. 

[The Luddites were a social movement of 

British textile artisans in the nineteenth 

century who protested ï often by destroying 

mechanized looms ï against the changes 

produced by the Industrial Revolution, which 

they felt was leaving them without work and 

changing their way of life]  
 

I don’t think we should adopt the Amish 

culture and lifestyle in protest against 

technology. All of us both benefit from high-

tech and depend on it. The protest here is 

against being at its mercy or becoming 

addicted to it. The trick is to master it rather 

than being mastered by it. 
 

TV, radio, Internet, telephone, e-mail, 

tweets - not one of them has the right to 

intrude into your life. If I pick up the phone 

by reflex only to hear a sales, survey, or 

voting pitch, I will simply hang up without 

explanation or defensiveness. (They have a 

manipulative counter ready for anyone who 

begins to explain why "I'm not really interested" 

in their product, issue, or candidate.) It isn't 

unchristian to have boundaries. 
 

You don't have to trash technology in order 

to get balance into your life, but you will 

need to learn to let it serve you rather than 

bedevil you.  
 

 

BE THE ONE: SERVE 

In life, it's not what happens to you, but what 

happens in you and through you that counts. 

When adversity visits your life, you have two 

choices: to be a victim or to be a victor. Victims 

allow life circumstances to get them down, and 

they spend their lives asking others to redress 

the grievances life has dealt them. Victims are 

needy and demand to be served. Victors, on the 

other hand, rise above the challenges they 

encounter. They rebound from life's hardships 

with newfound strength, and they use their 

strength in service of those around them. 

 

A TRAIN OF TRAGEDY 
Juliette Magill Kinzie Gordon was born in 1860 

to a wealthy family in Savannah, Georgia. Far 

from the typical Southern belle, Juliette was 

willful and tomboyish, always in search of 

adventure. She was the type of person never to 

be caught sitting still; she enjoyed trying new 

things and traveling new places. 

 

In her mid-twenties, the first of a series of 

misfortunes struck Juliette. Suffering from 

chronic earaches, she sought medical care, but 

doctors mistreated her. As a consequence, 

Juliette lost the majority of her hearing in one 

ear. The following year, Juliette was married, 

but as she and the groom exited the ceremony a 

grain of rice, tossed by a well-wisher, lodged in 

her good ear. While attempting to remove the 

grain, a doctor punctured her eardrum, and 

Juliette lost hearing in her second ear. 

 

For someone who enjoyed an active lifestyle, 

deafness could have been devastating, but 

Juliette persevered. She moved to her 

husband's estate in England where she became 

a favorite in social circles. Her humor and 

vivacity made her a sought-after guest and 

celebrated hostess. 

 

However, Juliette soon crossed paths with 

tragedy again. Her husband's alcohol abuse and 

infidelity contributed to the gradual decline of 

their relationship, and in the middle of divorce 

proceedings, Juliette's husband died from a 

stroke. To make matters worse, he bequeathed 

his substantial estate to his mistress rather than 

giving it to Juliette. 

 

CHOOSING TO GET UP RATHER THAN GIVE UP 

Having lost her hearing, her husband, and her 

home, you would have expected Juliette to feel 

bitter and victimized. However, at this very 

point in her life, she chose to serve. Somehow, 

she moved past her own tragic circumstances 

to see the good she could do for others. 

 

Having befriended Sir Robin Baden-Powell, 

founder of the Boy Scouts, Juliette became 

intrigued by the Girl Guides, Britain's sister 

organization to the Boy Scouts. The Girl Guides 

program awakened passion in Juliette, 

reminding her of youthful adventures from days 

gone by. With the help of Sir Baden-Powell, 

Juliette returned to the United States with a 

notion to launch the Girl Scouts. 

 

Over the next 15 years, Juliette devoted her life 

to pioneering the Girl Scouts of the USA. She 

founded its inaugural troop, authored its bylaws 

and handbooks, and solicited its startup funds. 

Thanks to her tireless recruiting and relentless 

campaigning, the Girl Scouts program 

blossomed. The organization was such a source 

of joy for Juliette that, when diagnosed with 

cancer, she hid the illness as long as possible in 

order to continue advancing the scouting 

movement. While she never had children of her 

own, by the time of her death Juliette had an 

"adopted family" of more than 160,000 girl 

scouts. Her legacy lives on today in the 3.4 

million young ladies who belong to local Girl 

Scout troops in America. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

ß Where do you focus the majority of your 

time, on self or on service?  

ß When the hardships of life show up at your 

door, do you back down or rise to the 

challenge?  

ß On your journey through life, will you 

allow yourself to be victimized, or will you 

be the one who claims victory over 

adversity and serves others out of your 

strength? 



SO HOW ARE YOU READING THE BIBLE? 
By Ron Bennett (High Quest author) 

The question I am asking is not "if" but 
"how"?  For those of us who believe the 
Scripture is important, we read it for three basic 
reasons:  information, optimization, and 
transformation.   
 
Most of us start reading the Bible for the sake of 
information .  We are curious to know at least 
some basic information regarding Christianity, 
Jesus and/or Jewish history.  Usually once we 
come to a personal faith in Christ, the Bible 
becomes of greater interest and we read it to 
gain the big picture of what this relationship with 
Christ is all about.   
     
This reason for reading the Bible lasts until we 
gain what we consider to be an adequate 
knowledge of basic facts.  For those of us who 
are more interested in the details, reading for 
information can continue for a long time.  This 
reading is primarily a function of the head and 
has little effect on our inner lives.  The 
accumulation of information and facts can 
sometimes even lead to less than godly 
character as pride over our knowledge becomes 
counterproductive. 
     
A second reason for reading the Bible is for 
optimization .  This is a popular motivation for 
people who want to be successful or to at least 
become better at something.  This is the "Bible 
as our owner's manual" approach.  It tends to be 
utilitarian and self focused. The thinking goes 
like this:  God knows how we should live and the 
Bible tells us the best way to do it.  Those of us 
who want to "put life together God's way" read 
the Bible to learn the principles and concepts 
that will make us better parents, spouses, 
neighbors, missionaries, etc.  This approach 
benefits those of us who want to build our lives 
around kingdom values and principles.   
    

June 6 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Itôs good for us to be here 

Mark 9.2-19 

June 13 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Help my unbelief 

Mark 9.14-29 

June 20 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Those who are not against us are 

for us 

Mark 9.38-50 

June 27 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Cleansing the Temple 

Mark 11.12-25 

July 4 Guest Speaker: Matt Miles  [Jack is on vacation] 

July 11 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Becoming a ñCrosstianò 

Mark 15.25-34 

July 18 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Go and Tell 

Mark 16.1-18 

However, reading the Bible as a manual for life 
has limited motivational power.   It works as 
long as we sense a need in our lives.  If, for 
example, we want to become a better parent, 
we read the Bible until we gain enough success 
to be reasonably comfortable and respectable.  
Then we take a break until the next need or 
crisis comes along.   
     
Another possible result of optimization is people 
become disillusioned, doubtful, and even 
skeptical because they did not attain the 
"success" level they were looking for.  Their 
conclusion is that the Bible works for some 
people but not for them. It may be a good 
source for spiritual issues but irrelevant for the 
everyday stuff of life. 
     
The third way (or reason) to read the Bible is for 
transformation .  This way of reading touches 
both the head and the heart.  The goal is to 
discover the Author of the Bible rather than just 
knowledge of the Bible.  The Scripture is 
understood to be God's revelation of Himself 
through the historical lives of men and women.  
With varying success these people not only gain 
information about God but they discover a 
relationship with God.  Transformational reading 
looks beyond the information about the Author 
to a personal encounter with the Author.  The 
Scripture is the meeting place where we have a 
personal relationship with the Holy Trinity:  the 
presence of the Father, the merit of the Son, 
and the work of the Spirit. 
    
This way of reading Scripture has no expiration 
date.  It is unrelated to how much we know or 
how well we are living.  Our soul simply seeks 
to relate to God and experience His life.  This 
continued encounter with God is the bread and 
water of life that cannot be stored up.  Like the 
manna in the wilderness, it must be fresh and 
like the Israelites, we need to learn to gather 
this manna daily.   


