
together with the actual 

occurrence of transformation 

and the community of people 

called the church, the result is 

powerful. It’s amazing. The 

result is transformation and 

church the way God designed 

them to be.  
 

The truth is that transformation 

is non-negotiable for the 

Christian church. It should be 

the “norm,” not the exception.  
God’s plan is that “we, who with 

unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's 

glory, are being transformed into his 

likeness with ever-increasing glory, 

which comes from the Lord, who is 

the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3.18).  
 

That means that we (as 

individuals) and “we all” (as 

the church) are supposed to 

see transformation.  
 

Transforming from “glory to 

glory” should be normal, but 

too often it is exceptional. Our 

passion should be to help each 

other, and in the process the 

entire church, aspire to and 

achieve biblical 

transformation.   
 

Transformation is at the heart of 

God’s mission to humanity. He 

delights in moving us from the 

kingdom of darkness to the 

kingdom of light—and then 

empowering and directing us as 

agents of His kingdom. And he 

has chosen the church as His 

instrument in this world. We—the 

body of Christ—are God’s 

chosen method to deliver the 

message of transformation to 

our neighbors both in the local 

community and around the 

world. Delivering this message is 

our message.  
 

We are  to be “transformed” 

and be “transformers” in the 

hand of God.  Each of us, all of 

us.  
 

How are you (we) doing with 

that?  

 

 
 

 

Part of the above article was excerpted from the 

book:  Transformational Church: Creating a 

New Scorecard for Congregations  

By Thom S. Rainer and Ed Stetzer 

For followers of Jesus, these 

are two of the most 

important and powerful 

words in the world.  
 

We treasure the concept of 

“transformation,” because 

radical change is the heart 

of the Christian message and 

because the power of the 

gospel changes everything 

—lives, churches, and 

communities.  
 

Christians love “church,” 

because God has chosen 

the community of Christ 

followers to make known his  

wisdom.   
 

God’s purpose in all this was to 

use the church to display his 

wisdom in its rich variety to all the 
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unseen rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. Ephesians 3.10 NLT  
 

When God transforms lives, he 

doesn’t just build temples of the 

Holy Spirit in individuals, he 

builds His church by adding 

more lives to the body. God 

uses the individuals in the 

church to bring about the 

transformation of more 

individuals and, consequently, 

the growth of the church. The 

church is God’s tool and 

instrument for His kingdom 

agenda.  
 

The concepts of transformation 

and church play off of each 

other, complement each other, 

connect to each other. And 

when you join the nouns 

transformation and church 



THY  K INGDOM  COME  

 
Why repentance is always good news.  

Mark Buchanan  
 

The movie The Soloist tells the story of 

the friendship between Nathaniel 
Ayers, a homeless man with an 
undiagnosed mental illness, and 

Steven Lopez, an LA Times columnist. 
In one scene Steven spends the night 

on the streets with Nathaniel. Rats 
scurry around them on the street as 
people weep, laugh, brawl, jabber, 

stagger, and embrace. They curl up in 
sleeping bags, huddle in stairwells, 

hunker down over meals. Meanwhile, 
Nathaniel recites the Lord's Prayer. His 

voice floats over the street's madness 
and tenderness, its beauty and 
squalor. "Thy kingdom come," 

Nathaniel says, and a woman screams 
at a man, flails her fists at his chest. 

"Thy will be done," he says, and two 
men share a cigarette. "On earth as it 
is in heaven," as a church group hands 

out boxed meals.  

We're left to ponder ðis Nathaniel 
asking for the kingdom to come to 

these streets, or is he announcing that 
the kingdom is already present? Wheat 
growing beside tares, pearls buried in 

stony fields, glory hidden in clay jars?  

Jesus said to the questioning Pharisees 
that "The kingdom of God is within 

you," but they never managed to see 
it. Jesus, King of kings, stood before 

them, the kingdom was among them, 

and they nailed it to a cross.  

To see the kingdom, to open your 
heart and eyes to it, you must repent. 

Jesus' inaugural address was exactly 
that. "The time has come," he said. 

"The kingdom of God is near. Repent 

and believe the good news."  

Repentance is not a popular idea 
anymore. That's a loss, because Jesus 

connects repentance with both his 
kingdom and his gospel. At the church 

where I pastor, we talk a lot about 
both ðthe kingdom and the gospel. 
And so we've learned to talk often 

about repentance as well. It is, after 
all, the narrow door into the big 

kingdom.  

But I don't take the old fire -and -
brimstone approach, scowling, 

thundering, finger -waving. I doubt 
Jesus struck that pose. Jesus' 
message is not, "Repent, because hell 

looms close." His message is, 
"Repent, because the kingdom is 

near." There's a world of difference 
between the two. In Jesus' hands 
repentance is an invitation, not a 

threat. It's a promise, not a curse. It's 
good news, not bad. Repentance 

often involves sorrow. But it's sorrow 
that quickly turns to gladness because 
repentance is the gift of starting 

fresh. It's the doorway into life 
abundant, life anew, and life eternal. 

Repentance means that what I've 

done and who I am no longer need 
define me. My past is not my destiny, 

if I so choose.  

So almost weekly, I ask people to 
repent. I ask them to change their 

minds, which is literally what 
repentance means. I invite them to 
see things God's way. To align 

themselves, stem to stern, with 
God's purposes. Init ially that 

alignment is violent and dramatic, a 
180 -degree turn. But thereafter it's 
mostly course corrections; 15 

degrees here, five degrees there.  

But every turn, by whatever degree, 
is good news. Every turn moves us 

closer to where we want to be.  

I'm thinking of Muriel. Muriel's 
childhood crippled her emotionally. 

She began visits to the hospital's 
psychiatric ward when she was in her 
teens. By her late forties, she'd seen 

dozens of counselors, therapists, and 
psychiatrists. She was on a cocktail 

of anti - this and anti - that medications 
so potent it could have subdued a 
blue whale. She had logged no fewer 

than 61 rounds of electric shock 

therapy. But nothing really helped.  

The problem was what others had 

done to her: cruel things, malicious 
things, godless things. Did she need 
to repent? Hardly. They did. But they 

wouldn't.  

One day she walked into the office of 

a new therapist. Muriel was cynical. 
She had low expectations. The 

therapist heard her story, and simply 
asked a question: "How would your 

life have been different if someone 
had come alongside you when you 
were 14 and showed you your 

strengths instead of telling you that 

you were sick?"  

"In all those years," she said, "I'd 

never considered that. And then I saw 
it: I wasn't stuck in my life as I knew 
it. My life could be otherwise. I 

decided there and then to live it 
otherwise. I changed my mind about 

who I was, which allowed me to 

change everything almost instantly."  

In a word, she repented. You should 

see her now. In a phrase, Thy 

kingdom has come.  

 

 

Copied from Leadership Magazine Spring 
2010. Mark Buchanan is pastor of New Life 

Community Church in Duncan, British 
Columbia, and a contributing editor of 

Leadership.  

 

 



THE ONE NO ONE EVER HAD  
You've heard endless tales of "the one 
that got away." The baseline stories of 
this genre are about fish. But there are 
varieties ranging from perfect mates to 
ideal jobs to model churches. I am a bit 
suspicious of them all. 
 
It isn't that I am a cynic or less than 
willing to strive for an ideal. Instead, it is 
that I believe I have seen people 
paralyzed by a romantic search for some 
person, thing, or situation that doesn't 
exist. Do you really think you know 
someone who has the perfect work 
situation, family, or church?  
 
The more realistic truth is that every job 
has challenges, and every company has 
to deal with threats to its personnel and 
market. The family that looks happiest 
and is genuinely solid probably got that 
way through hard work over a long 
period of time - and still has setbacks. 
People who are looking for the perfect 
church to join are doomed to spend their 
lives in frustration - or denial. 
 
It was a newspaper article that got me to 
thinking about this the other day. It was 
an interview with a woman about a 
marriage enrichment program she and 
her husband had attended. She allowed 
that her biggest takeaway from the 
weekend was the shattering of a myth 
she had picked up somewhere along the 
way in her life. The myth she named was 
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What a Wonderful Place! 

Does Heaven Exist? 

thinking that the key to a happy and 
lasting marriage was finding "the perfect 
mate" who would make her happy. 
  
She was determined to live differently 
from her discovery that such a delusion 
actually complicates and undermines 
happiness. Finding that her first 
husband was a less-than-perfect male 
of the species, she had divorced him 
after three years. Now, only two years 
into another marriage, she and her 
second husband were in trouble. Thus 
they had attended the seminar. 
  
I don't want to be overly simplistic here. 
It isn't enough to acknowledge that the 
world is imperfect, and it isn't a noble 
thing to take whatever is dished out to 
you. There are times when the right 
thing is to leave a job or company, 
protect oneself from an abusive mate, 
or leave a troubled church. But some 
people may be looking to find what no 
one has ever had - or ever will attain. 
  
Because we are fallible humans in a 
complex world whose history is polluted 
with a horrible accumulation of foibles, 
the delusion that one's goal for living is 
to discover and live the idyllic state is 
simply that - a delusion.  
 
Your wiser course may be in finding a 
way to make the present situation a bit 
better, instead of abandoning it in 
search of non-existent perfection.  

[from The FAX of Life  by Rubel Shelly]  


