
A Bucket or A Pipe? 

In his book To Whom Much is Given, 
author Jay Link asks the question, "Are you 
living as a bucket or a pipe? " Hmm.. .there 
are some obvious differences and the 
question intrigues me. 
 
Buckets are excellent tools when used to 
carry something from one place to another. 
Water to a garden or fire. Slop to hogs. 
Fertilizer to a flower bed. We've all 
benefitted from the good use of a bucket. 
But we've probably also seen the downside 
of buckets—when the water is left sitting 
and becomes a stagnant breeding ground 
for mosquitoes. When the slop is left to rot 
and stink When the fertilizer corrodes the 
bucket or clumps-up and becomes 
worthless. 
 
Pipes are also excellent tools—moving 
items from one location to another. Water 
pipes—I love those in our house. Gas 
pipes, oil pipes, electrical conduit (a type of 
pipe)—all great for moving items to the 
point of need. 
 
Pipes, like buckets can have a downside—
they can become dogged, broken, 
misdirected, or polluted potentially causing 
great harm and damage instead of 
blessing. 
 
Jay's question is a good one because 
buckets and pipes can be excellent 
analogies for Christian stewards. If you 

have been working hard and received God's 
blessing—and are accumulating resources 
(cash, stocks, bonds, business holdings, real 
estate, vehicles, etc.)—perhaps it is 
legitimate to ask, "Am I a bucket or a pipe?" 
If so, what kind of bucket or pipe? 
 
If a bucket, are you letting God use you to 
carry vital resources to a point of need? Or, 
are you just holding on to them with the 
occasional overflow when you are totally 
full? 
 
If a pipe, do you let God use you to deliver 
something crucial for Kingdom purposes to 
a person, ministry, or cause that is dear to 
God's heart? 
 
For nearly 20 years I've been blessed to 
work with people who manage God's 
resources. I've met some amazingly 
productive and useful buckets and pipes—
and on occasion been able to help them with 
strategies and plans to be even more 
efficient and effective. 
 
 Is 2010 your year to give fresh 
consideration to your stewardship of 
God's resources?  
 

Copied from an article in the Compass, by David Duncan,  

Interim Director of Development, OCC 

 

 

 

 

 

What doe you do for or with this month's big 
holiday: Valentine's Day? Do you celebrate it 
or not? If you have a significant other, it's 
probably worth it to put some thought into 
the occasion!  
  
But apart from paying attention to significant 
others during this "month of love," we know 
that holidays in general, and this one in 
particular, can stir up as much pain as joy. 
The love celebrated by some is love lost or 
longed for by others.  
  
Often when we think of love, we think of 1 
Corinthians 13. It's a beautiful passage. 
When we think of 1 Corinthians 13, we think 
of finding love or finding "the one," and we 
get caught up in the romantic element.  
  
Ironically, this isn't the context of 1 
Corinthians at all. I doubt that Paul ever 
thought this passage would turn into the 
"marriage passage." At the time he wrote 
this letter to his friends in Corinth, he was 
concerned with much, much more. The 
church in Corinth was a house church, 
started earlier by Paul with his friends 
Priscilla and Aquila. While the church had 
many positive things going for it, something 
was imploding internally and this little 
community was experiencing a considerable 
amount of stress and strain.  
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But what might it look like for our church to follow 
Paul’s directive and commit to an environment of 
love? We can use the love passage of 1 
Corinthians 13 as our gauge. For example:  
 

¶ If love is patient, how are we doing 

demonstrating patience toward one another? 

¶ If love is kind, how are we doing at giving 

each other the benefit of the doubt? 

¶ If love does not envy, are we a church that 

cheers each other on, or is there a spirit of 
competition? 

¶ If love does not boast, is there anything we 

do as a church that tries to cover up our 
insecurities? 

¶ If love is not proud, how do we know when 

we are depending on the Spirit versus our 
own skill? 

 
The love chapter is intended to be read in 
community. Valentine's Day can help us pause 
and remember the essence of declaring our love 
to one another. A 1 Corinthians 13 kind of love is 
best found and expressed in community. It's not 
enough to say, "We serve here," or “I attend 
here.” What we long to hear each person say is, 
"We are loved here."  
 
This is love in the plural.  



Do Sermons Really Have 
Impact?  

Nearly 100 percent of churchgoers look 

forward to sermons, but only 17 
percent think preaching changes the 
way they live, according to a recent 

study from the CODEC Research 
Center at St. Johns College in Durham, 

U.K. The CODEC report, "The View 
from the Pew, " is based on interviews 
with 193 Anglicans, Catholics, 

Methodists and Baptists from 16 
different churches.  

 
The research also discovered that:  

 

ß Many Anglicans wanted the sermon 

to last less than 10 minutes, but 
up to 20 minutes was fine if there 

was no "waffle."  

ß Baptists were happy to sit through 

a 75 -minute sermon.  

ß Catholics wanted the sermon to be 

completed within 10 minutes.  

ß Sermons were seen as being very 

good at teaching about God, the 
Bible and "being comforting," but 
needed to do more to "motivate 

and challenge" people to look at 

the world differently.  

ß Sermons seem to encourage 

Christian reflection, but not 

Christian action.  

ß Nearly 17 percent felt sermons did 

actually change the way they lived.  

What's Changing, What's Not  

The trends that will be impacting your ministry 

in the year ahead.  
 

Dave Travis, managing director of 

Leadership Network, offers his state of 

the church in America, based on recent 

research and his own observations 

looking through the "keyhole" of large 

churches.  

 

THINGS  THAT  ARE CHANGING   

1.  Multi - site churches.  According to 

the book Multi -Site Roadtrip, an 

estimated 2,000 churches in America 

use the multi - site model. Travis: "If 

you're a large church, you're thinking 

multi - site."  

2.  Social media.  According to the Pew 

Research Center, 85 percent of 18 -  to 

29 -year -olds use social networking at 

least once a week. Senior pastors 

under 40 who are leading large 

churches all use social media. This is a 

radical shift in how we understand 

leadership. Fifteen years ago, pastors 

were wondering how they could be 

less accessible. Today, younger 

pastors want more access.  

3.  Internet campuses.  Turnkey 

solutions are being developed that 

make it cheap and accessible for all 

churches to incorporate an internet 

campus. For some this will be a fad, 

but for others this is going to be a big 

part of their reaching strategy going 

forward.  

4.  Online giving.  It's here, and it's 

growing. If churches want to 

encourage donations from people in 

the pews, they're going to have to 

provide more natural ways for them 

to give. Younger leaders recognize 

that no one carries cash or 

checkbooks anymore.  

5.  Declining mobility rate.  Americans 

have stopped uprooting (that is, 

relocating at least 10 miles from their 

current home) at the pace they used 

to. According to a Nielsen study, the 

percent of the U.S. population that 

moves is at an all - time low. This 

could spell trouble for churches 

whose growth is tied to the turnover 

rate.  

THINGS  W E' LL  SEE CHANGING  SOON   

1.  Women as teaching pastors.  

Currently, only 8 percent of churches 

have women teachers. They'll soon 

be part of multi - teacher teams.  

2.  Missionaries coming to the U.S.  

from developing countries to plant 

churches here. This will not be just 

for their kinship group but under the 

wider mandate of the Great 

Commission.  

3.  Funerals.  We are seeing more 

cremations. And funerals are 

becoming more of a community 

experience, not pastor -  or funeral 

parlor - led. More evening funerals 

have implications for church facilities. 

Wise funeral homes will not build 

chapels and instead partner with 

churches.  

THINGS  THAT  SHOULD  BE CHANGING  BY  

NOW  BUT  AREN ' T  

1.  Greener churches.  Going green adds 

credibility in the community. I would 

have thought more churches would 

have embraced this opportunity by 

now.  

2.  Ministr ies to the "encore" 

generation (55+).  With the huge 

baby boomer population in this 

demographic, I'm surprised we're not 

seeing growth for this sector. Of 

course, many are  boomer churches.  

3.  Remote church offices.  More 

churches should be looking at moving 

their administrative offices out of the 

church building and into less 

expensive office space. This could 

help churches gain much -needed 

ministry space instead of having to 

build or relocate."  

 

 

 

 

ñAnd until next Sunday, remember . . . God loves 
you, I love you, and Brother Al here is working on 
it.ò 



THE PARABLE IN άCέ  
(COPIED FROM JEFF KNIGHTON, PASTOR OF 1ST CHRITIAN CHURCH IN SCOTT CITY, KS)  

Do you want a closer relationship with God, and with family and friends? Do you struggle with 

hearing the still, sweet voice of the Holy Spirit within you? Do you long for the affirmation of God 

that enables the Holy Spirit to live in and through you, bringing you peace and joy, and making you 

divine light in a world of darkness? 

 

If this, or part of this series of questions fits you, then consider the words of John Skiles. The Parable 

in "F" was written as a sermon for a seminary class. And it reads like this: 

 

Feeling footloose and frisky, a feather-brained fellow forced his fond father to fork over the farthings 

and flew far to foreign fields and fabulously frittered his fortune with faithless friends. 

 

Fleeced by his fellows in folly and facing famine, he found himself a feed-flinger in a filthy farmyard. 

Fairly famishing, he fain wouldôve filled his frame with foraged food from fodder fragments. 

 

"Fooey, my father's flunkies fare far finer, the frazzled fugitive forlornly fumbled, frankly facing facts.ò 

 

Frustrated by failure and filled with foreboding, he fled forthwith to his family. Falling at his father's 

feet, he forlornly fumbled, ñFather, I've flunked, and fruitlessly forfeited family fellowship and favor.ò 

 

The farsighted father, forestalling further flinching, frantically flagged their flunkies. ñFetch a 

fatling from the flock and fix a feast!ò 

 

The fugitive's faultfinding brother frowned on fickle forgiveness of former folderol, but the faithful 

father figured, ñFilial fidelity is fine, but the fugitive is found! What forbids fervent festivity? Let flags 

be unruffled! Let fanfare flare!ò 

 

Father's forgiveness formed the foundation for the former fugitive's future fortitude!" 

 

I doubt I need say more. You know the story. Be blessed in your reading of this new rendition, and 

remember that forgiveness sets the stage for a right relationship with God and one another. 

WELCOME  TO  THE  NEWEST MEMBERS  OF  THE  CCC 

FAMILY :  

JANUARY  17:  
Jim & Marlies Stevens by immersion.  

JANUARY  24:  
Gary & Stacy Lewis by transfer of membership.  
Be sure to welcome them and make the effort to get to 

know them as God brings us together in His family.  

February 7 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
A Prescription for Peace 

Acts 15.1-35 

February 14 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
How to Sing Through Suffering 

Acts 15.36-16.40 

February 21 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
Playing With the Big Boys 

Acts 17.1-34 

February 28 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
This Is Not a Job for Superman 

Acts 18.1-22 

March 7 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
Overcoming the Hammer Principle 

Acts 18.23-19.41 

March 14 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
Meals that Heal 

Acts 20.1-12 

March 21 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
A Stranger at Home 

Acts 20.13-22.29 

March 28 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
Proud to be a Pharisee 

Acts 22.30-26.32 

April 4 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED  
The Unsinkable Gospel 

Acts 27.1-28.31 


