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LASTING LOVE AND LASTING MARRIAGES

I hope you are all enjoying the “Fireproof”
series on marriage. And I pray that you are
being challenged to think through what
God directs and describes for the marriage
union. It seems to be one of the biggest
challenges we face as a society...how do we
keep our marriages from falling apart?

Look at this passage from Matthew 19:
"When Jesus had finished saying these
things, he left Galilee and went into the
region of Judea to the other side of the
Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and
he healed them there.

3 Some Pharisees came to him to
test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife for any and every
reason?”

*Haven’t you read,” he replied,
“that at the beginning the Creator ‘made
them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this
reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh’?

® So they are no longer two, but one.
Therefore what God has joined together, let
man not separate.”

"Why then,” they asked, “did Moses
command that a man give his wife a
certificate of divorce and send her away?”

8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted
you to divorce your wives because your
hearts were hard. But it was not this way
from the beginning. ° I tell you that anyone
who divorces his wife, except for marital
unfaithfulness, and marries another woman
commits adultery.”

9 The disciples said to him, “If this is
the situation between a husband and wife, it
is better not to marry.”

Performing a wedding is one of the great
joys of pastoral life. I get to spend several
hours for several months of premarital
preparation with the couple. I help them
explore their relationship together and
understand the nature of marriage as God
intended it.

Then, on the day of the wedding, it is my
privilege to unite them in Christ.

The pure elation on those beaming young
faces, often with tears of joy streaming
down, brings us close to one of the pure
intentions for men and women, because it
was God himself who established and made
holy the relationship of marriage.

God said of his creation of Adam, “It is not
good for the man to be alone. I will make a
helper suitable for him” (Genesis 2.18).
King Solomon writes that “he who finds a
wife finds what is good and receives favor
from the LORD” (Proverbs 18.22). The
apostle Paul, writing his letter to the church
at Ephesus, described marriage as like the
relationship between our Lord Jesus Christ
and the church. It is an intimate
relationship. It is a holy and sacred
relationship. In Paul’s words, it is a
relationship of mutual submission and love
(Ephesians 5.21 — 33).

Those words strike at the heart of the purest
ideal for marriage. However, if you ask
most people why they desire to be married,
they will describe their reasons in terms of
“getting.”

But a real marriage is a relationship of
giving. Marriage as God intended it is
unconditionally giving ourselves to each
other, looking for ways of meeting the
other’s needs, and seeking for our partner’s
happiness, even above our own.

The beauty of this kind of marriage is that
when we unconditionally give ourselves to
each other — body, mind, and spirit — what
we have together is far greater than what
either would have separately.

This kind of marriage sounds impossible in
today’s world — and it would be, except for
one important point. The same God who
established marriage gives the courage and
the strength to complete that marriage. Those
who receive the love of God in a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ have an
inexhaustible store of love for each other by
which they can commit themselves to what
God wants to do through them to serve each
other. Thus, marriage is a mystical union and
a source of grace to all who enter it under the
blessing of God, and it remains a bond of
peace with Christ at the center.

This is what marriage will be, if we beautify
and enrich it by our tender care, our attention
to the little things, and our patience and
sacrifice to each other.

Is this too much to hope for or to dream for in
our marriages? Without God, yes—but with
God involved (remember that, with God,
nothing is impossible), this ideal can be
achieved. Learn to be unselfish—Iearn to be
giving and seek to serve your spouse and love
with God’s love. It takes time and it takes
effort—but the results are more than worth it!
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DIVORCE IS NOT AN OPTION

One of the points I emphasize from the first
to a prospective bride and groom is what
exemplifies unconditional commitment to
each other is that they should never
consider divorce to be an option. You
remember the vows:

I take you to be my wife/
husband, to have and to hold
from this day forward, for better
or for worse, for richer or for
poorer, in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish, till death
do us part. As God is my withess,
I give you my promise.

A bride and groom are committing
themselves for life, for the long haul. Part
of my responsibility in premarital
preparation is to get them to own that
commitment and to understand clearly the
difficulties that will come and how to walk
through them together.

Many today do not make that kind of vow.
Their vow is conditional, whether they say
so or not. The favorite expression of the
court is that couples divorce because of
“irreconcilable differences,” which can
describe most anything, from career goal
conflicts to property rights disputes to
personality differences. Divorce is
considered a morally neutral option.

The Pharisees debated the meaning of

Moses’ exception because, in the more
liberal school, the divorce certificate was
becoming an option. If a husband was
unhappy with his wife, he could simply
dismiss her with a divorce. Jesus condemns
that attitude because it violates God’s
intention of the permanence of the marital
union. 4 marriage that is centered in
Christ vows from the first to remain
together no matter what comes between
them.

DIVORCE IS AN EXCEPTION

So if divorce is not to be considered an
option, why does Jesus allow it? As with
God’s allowance through Moses, Jesus
allows divorce as an exception because
some destructive sin has entered into the
relationship and destroyed the union God
established. Divorce is permitted to protect
the non-offending spouse. By allowing
divorce as an exception, Jesus is
condemning the hardness of heart that
leads to sinful behavior and is indirectly
proposing a renovation of the heart, as seen
through his kingdom program, which will
affect these areas of life. Allowing divorce
and presenting the certificate to protect the
rights of the injured party prevents further

damage in a fallen world.

Part 2 of
Community In Not Of
Capitalism

Our modern notions of money and possessions
blind us to the reality that everything belongs
to God and therefore our church community.

¢ How do we live as community in
but not of capitalism (John 17:14
18)?

¢ How do we practice the redeemed
economics born out of His
righteousness?

¢ How do we practice justice as
righteousness as a people in but
not of capitalism?

The answer to this question for many has
been to withdraw from capitalism entirely
and become an intentional community.
Intentional community, with no private
ownership of property, is certainly an
option. Yet is there another way we can
still live in capitalism but not be of it? Can
we live together in a manner in which we
retain private ownership yet view that
ownership so differently that it actually
binds us together as members of a body
as opposed to separating us by the fears
of securing our own interests?

Ron Sider has expounded how private
property was not so much the issue in the
New Testament church. Rather the issue

in the New Testament church was how
each member was to see that all his or her
property and money was a gift from God
to be held in such a way that there was an
unlimited call on that property to meet the
needs and mission of the community. The

determining factor on wealth was the
koinonia in Christ, the common lordship
of Christ over all things (including
wealth) for the common living out of his
righteousness.

Roman Catholic traditions have also not
excluded the right to own property but
at the same time placed limits upon that
ownership. According to some Roman
traditions, to hold on to capital surplus
in the presence of another's need was a
violent act. In some canon law, to steal
from another's surplus in time of mortal
need was not a sin. Property was always
held for the common good. According to
Sider, an expression of that koinonia
was financial responsibility one toward
another as evident in Paul's agreements
with the Jerusalem church and the
sharing of the Gentile church in their
need (Gal. 2:9 10).

As John Yoder has advocated and Ron
Sider affirmed, the early church lived
under the shadow of the Jubilee
tradition that practiced the holding of
property only for a limited period as a
steward or manager of that property for
the benefit of God and his people. At the
end of every fifty years the ownership of
land and property would be returned
and equalized among the people (Lev.
25:10 24). The property was not to be
owned in perpetuity; it was to be owned
as a steward would manage the
property for his master. God and God
alone owned the Land (Lev. 25:23). In
many respects, the community
described in Acts chapters 2 and 4 is a
reflection of these principles. It was this
attitude toward private ownership that



governed the church.

It is disputable whether or not the Year of
Jubilee was literally carried out either in
the nation of Israel or for that matter in the
early church. But the principle provides a
backdrop for how we are to live as the
people of God called into living out his
righteousness and justice one with another
in but not o f capitalism.

Intentional community of one purse is not
the only option to make this happen. As
many such communities have discovered,
becoming a community of one purse does
not totally insulate the community from the
influences and pervasive corrupting forces
of capitalism.

What does, however, make possible the
living together in but not of capitalism is
the fundamental disposition wherewith we
hold our privately held property together,
in "unlimited liability" one toward another
and to God, recognizing that the property
is not ours in the first place, just placed
into our stewardship for a short time for
the blessing of God's people. It is a
disposition toward ownership that rejects
capitalism's contention that it is something
I have done that merits the ownership of
my property and wealth. Instead, I hold
property in the service of the King.

Whether intentional community of a
common purse or whether we come
together maintaining separate bank
accounts, I contend that the development
of this crucial disposition of stewardship
and practices to live in that disposition are
what shall enable us as evangelicals to
carry out justice as a community in but not

of capitalism. Similar to the early
church, which lived with slavery as an
economic reality hardly capable of
displacement, so too we might have to
live with capitalism as an economic
reality not soon to be displaced.

Nevertheless, as theologian Oliver
O'Donovan has described, the early
church carried the conviction that the
church itself was a society without
master or slave within it And so
likewise, the evangelical church must
carry the conviction that the church
itself is a society where no one holds
goods and resources in private
ownership, but as gifts from God for
his faithful stewardship one to another
for the pursuit of justice and
righteousness in our midst and then to
the world. It might then be necessary
for us evangelical church members to
maintain private ownership and bank
accounts in order to live in capitalism,
but as his church we shall not live as if
there are any owners among us, only
stewards of God's gifts for the
benevolence of all under his lordship.

Adapted from The Great Giveaway by

David Fitch (Baker Books). Used with

permission of Baker Books, a division
of Baker Publishing Group.
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February 1 Love for a Lifetime Matthew 19.3-6
February 8 Breaking Free 1 Corinthians 10.13
February 15 Forgiveness Matthew 18.21-35
February 22 A Better Way of Loving Luke 5.1-26
UNQUENCHABLE
IFAJLICISI

Upcoming Series:

March 1 Unguenchable 1 Thessalonians 1.1-3
March 8 Unquenchable Love for Lost | Thessalonians 1.4-10
People

March 15 Unquenchable Desiretobe 1 Thessalonians 2.1-12
Godly Leader

March 22 Unquenchable Devotionto 1 Thessalonians 2.13
Godobés Word

March 29 Unquenchable Desire to Build 1 Thessalonians 2.14-3.13
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