
I looked out the front window, but the yard 

actually looked great thanks to my long, 

hard work, so I let it go. What could I 

improve in four minutes anyway? 

 

I did notice the mail had come, so I ran out 

to grab it. Mostly it was Netflix envelopes 

and a bunch of catalogs tied into recent 

purchases, so I stuffed it back in the box. 

Jesus doesn't need to get the wrong idea—

three minutes from now—about how much 

on-line shopping we do. 

 

I plumped up sofa pillows, my wife tossed 

dishes into the sink, I scolded the kids, and 

she shooed the dog. With one minute left I 

realized something important: Getting ready 

for a visit from Jesus is not an eight-minute 

job. 

 

Then the doorbell rang. 

 

After reading this story I got to wondering 

how would I react to a phone call from 

Jesus saying he was heading to my house—

in eight minutes?  

 

How would you react?  

 

At the end of the parable, the author states, 

“Getting ready for Jesus is not an eight-

minute job.”  

 

How long does it take?  

 

As we being our “advent” celebration in the 

church, our focus is on the arrival of Jesus. 

But it seems we have taken the “advent” of 

his coming to this earth and removed all 

sense of urgency of his second coming. We 

want to think about family food and gifts and 

food and decorations and food and shopping 

and more food.  

 

Did I mention food?  

 

We all know the story, we love to hear it over 

and over again, how Jesus came to this earth, 

born of a virgin, in a stable, to two poor 

peasants in the Middle East. We love to 

celebrate it, decorate for it, and enjoy all the 

warm “fuzzies” this time of year gives us.  

 

But what about the purpose of Jesus’ arrival 

on earth? What about his mission and 

sacrifice and ultimately his death on a cross. 

What about his promise to return on day?  

 

It seems all these things, very important 

things, get lost in the shopping and the events 

and the parties. At least to me.  

 

I want to challenge you to get ready for a 

visit from Jesus. Not as a soft, cuddly baby 

all wrapped up in cloths. But as Creator and 

Master and Master and Lord of the Universe.  

 

Consider what needs to be changed in your 

life—what parts of your life that don’t honor 

Jesus—and ask His help to clean them up.  

 

He is coming….soon!  

 (Revelation 22.20) 

 

Author Doug Mendenhall shares a brief 

parable that should cause all of us to 

pause and reflect: 
 

Jesus called the other day to say he was 

passing through and wondered if he 

could spend a day or two with us. 
 

I said, "Sure. Love to see you. When will 

you hit town?" 
 

I mean, it's Jesus, you know, and it's not 

every day you get the chance to visit 

with him. It's not like it's your in-laws 

and you have to stop and decide whether 

the advantages outweigh your having to 

move to the sleeper sofa. 
 

That's when Jesus told me he was 

actually at a convenience store out by the 

interstate. 
 

I must have gotten that Bambi-in-

headlights look, because my wife hissed, 

"What is it? What's wrong? Who is 

that?" 

 

So I covered the receiver and told her 

GGETTINGETTING  RREADYEADY  FORFOR  AA  VVISITISIT  FROMFROM  JESUSJESUS    

December 200 9 Volume 11, Issue 3 

Jesus was going to arrive in eight minutes, 

and she ran out of the room and started giving 

guidance to the kids—in that effective way 

that Marine drill instructors give guidance to 

recruits. … 

 

My mind was already racing with what 

needed to be done in the next eight—no 

seven—minutes so Jesus wouldn't think we 

were reprobate loser slobs. 

 

I turned off the TV in the den, which was 

blaring some weird scary movie I'd been half 

watching. But I could still hear screams from 

our bedroom, so I turned off the reality show 

it was tuned to. Plus, I turned off the kids' set 

out on the sun porch, because I didn't want to 

have to explain Jon & Kate Plus Eight to 

Jesus, either, six minutes from now. 

 

My wife had already thinned out the 

magazines that had been accumulating on the 

coffee table. She put Christianity Today on 

top for a good first impression. Five minutes 

to go. 

 



BUREAUCRATIC ENCUMBRANCE 
  

The very term "bureaucratic encumbrance" is 

oppressive, isn't it? It is hard for me to say 

aloud. My tongue seems to protest it, and my 

lips are hardly supple enough to make the 

necessary moves to say it clearly. 

 

But the really oppressive thing is to have to 

labor under the layers of bureaucracy that 

seems to encumber, burden, or weigh down 

progress. Have you ever worked for a 

company that was so thick with systems, 

rules, and administration that it was like a 

once-sturdy tree now strangled by kudzu? 

(It’s a southern U.S. curse!) 

 

The now-defunct version of General Motors 

was a company that strangled itself to death - 

at least in part - by layers and layers of 

bureaucracy. The New York Times recently 

did a piece on how the General Motors just 

emerging from bankruptcy has tried to attack 

the problem.  

 

The article pulled no punches about poor 

management at the once-proud automobile 

manufacturer that devolved to a slow-moving 

company that was bogged down by countless 

committees, endless reports, and redundant 

reviews. The example cited was a 

"performance measurement process" that 

filled a three-ring binder that is now a one-

page set of simplified and specific goals. 

 

"We measured ourselves ten ways from 

Sunday," said one of the vice presidents of 

the new company - a man who had been 

subject to quarterly review under the thick 

notebook of standards as director of vehicle 

engineers. "But as soon as everything is 

important, nothing is important."  

 

Maybe it is time for Christianity to learn 

from General Motors. After all, nobody has 

been worse at building a command-and-

control structure than churches. The original 

simplicity of a life-affirming religion with 

two central commandments degenerated 

over time to a set of oppressive rules that 

covered endless, nitpicking minutiae. And 

God got lost in the paperwork. 

 

Churches—from isolated local churches to 

whole denominations—lost sight of 

facilitating righteousness, joy, and peace in 

the Holy Spirit for the sake of maintaining 

our institutional structures and cherished 

traditions. And people got ground up and 

left in the dust by leaders who valued rules 

over people. 

 

The words of Jesus ring across the 

centuries. Speaking to people who kept 

religious rituals to the letter but nevertheless 

missed the point about mercy, justice, and 

commitment, he said, "You blind guides! 

You strain out a gnat but swallow a 

camel" (Matthew 23.24 NIV).  

 

Rituals are important, and attention to the 

smallest detail can make the difference in 

life and death. But don't miss the forest 

for the trees.   

My brother Gary recently e-mailed this 

to me recently, saying it startled him. 

How about you? Remember what Jesus 

said about lukewarm people in 

Revelation 3.16?  

 

LUKEWARM PEOPLE  
 

Attend church fairly regularly in 
order to do what is expected of ñgood 
Christians. 

Give money to charity and to the 
church, as long as it doesnôt infringe on 
their standard of living. 

Tend to choose what is popular 
over what is right when they are in 
conflict. 

Donôt really want to be saved from 
their sin; they want to be saved from 
the penalty of their sin. 

Are moved by stories about people 
who do radical things for Christ, yet 
they do not act. 

Rarely share their faith with their 
neighbors, coworkers, or friends 
because they do not want to be 
rejected. 

Gauge their morality or ñgoodnessò 
by comparing themselves to the 
secular world. 

Love Jesus, and He is, indeed a 
part of their lives.  But only a part.  He 
gets a section of time, money, or 
thoughts. 

Love God, but they do not love him 
with all their heart, soul, and 

strength.  Total devotion is not possible 
for the average person. 

 Love others, but do not seek to love 
others, as much as they love 
themselves.  Easier to love the ones 
who love in return. 

Will serve God and others, but there 
are limits to how far they will go in 
regards to time, money, and energy. 

Think about life on earth much more 
than eternity in heaven. 

Are thankful for their luxuries and 
comforts, and rarely consider trying to 
give as much as possible to the poor. 

Do whatever is necessary to keep 
themselves from feeling too guilty.  Try 
to be ñgood enoughò. 

Are continually concerned with 
playing it safe; they are slaves to the 
god of control.  This focus keeps them 
from risking for God. 

Feel secure because they attend 
church, prayed a prayer and were 
baptized, and live in America.  

Do not live by faith; their lives are 
structured so they never have to. 

Probably drink and swear less than 
average, but besides that, they really 
arenôt very different from your typical 
unbeliever.  They equate their partially 
sanitized lives with holiness, but they 
couldnôt be more wrong. 
 

Taken from Crazy Love  by Francis Chan  
(Chapter 4) 
 

 



December 6 THE WORD OF GOD 
(and a Baby) 

Isaiah 7.1-17 

December 13 THE CHRISTMAS TOUCH 
ñTouched by Godò 

Psalm 23  

& Luke 1.1-14 

December 20 LOVE YOUR FAMILY  

AND YOUR NEIGHBOR 

Matthew 1.18-25  

& Luke 2.1-7 

December 24 SEEKING A FRESH TOUCH 

FROM GOD 

Luke 1.5-25 

December 27 TO BE ANNOUNCED 
(Jack is on vacation) 

 

January 3 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
Just Like Jesus 

Acts 9.32-43 

January 10 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
The Conversion of Peter 

Acts 10.1-48 

January 17 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
Overcoming Motion Sickness 

Acts 11.1-30 

January 24 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
Power Beyond Imagination 

Acts 12.1-24 

January 31 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
Mission Impossible 

Acts 13.1-14.28 

The CCC annual business 

meeting is scheduled for 

January 31, 2010. The 

meeting will follow our 

5th Sunday fellowship 

potluck dinner after 

worship service. The 2010 

operating budget will be 

presented for approval at 

this meeting.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Sonya
 

from the CCC Staff  

Gwenna 


