
TO SAVE A LIFE MOVIE SYNOPSIS:  
Jake Taylor has it all: friends, fame, a basketball 
scholarship and the hottest girl in school. What 
could be better? Roger has nothing: no friends, 
no girls, no hope, nothing but putdowns and 
getting pushed aside. Things couldnôt get any 
worse . . .could they?  
 
Jake and Roger were best friends when they 
were kidsðbut the politics of high school 
quickly pulled them apart. Now Roger doesnôt fit 
in Jakeôsðor anyoneôsðcircle, and heôs had 
enough. He walks onto campus with a gun in 
his pocket and pain in his heart and makes a 
tragic move.  
 
Jakeôs last ditch effort canôt stop Roger, and the 
sudden tragedy rocks Jakeôs world. Something 
breaks loose inside him, compelling him to 
question everything. Most of all, he canôt shake 
the question, Could I have saved Roger? In his 
quest for answers, Jake finds himself looking for 
the next ñRoger,ò reaching out to the geeks, 
losers, and loners. But he quickly finds that 

crossing class castes threatens everything heôs 
built his world on. And it could cost him his own 
friends, his girl, his dreams, and even his 
reputation. Is it worth the price to find the answer 
to his ultimate question, ñWhat do I want  my life 
to be about?ò 
 
This movie has been rated PG-13 by the Motion 
Picture Association of America. Children under 
age 10 should not view this movie. Because 
teens today are hurting and facing challenges like 
never before, To Save a Life doesnôt shy away 
from these tough topics; instead, it points to a 
way out of these problems by following Godôs 
path and reaching out to others. Ultimately, it 
compels viewers to ask themselves what their 
lives are going to be about, then dares them to 
answer with boldness, honesty, and Christ-
likeness.  
 
 
More information about TO SAVE A LIFE can be 
found at ToSaveALifeMovie.com.  

 
 

OUR VISION  AT CCC 
 

It is not a vision of what we're going to do. It is not a 

vision of a preferred future. It is not a vision of human 

activity. It is a vision of what already is. It is a vision 

of God, and how good he is, and how wonderful it is to 

be alive and a friend of such a Being. 

 
Our vision is to be a church where people can hold 

their heads high because they have found hope, grace, 

freedom, and forgivenessðin Jesus Christ. Where they 

can be part of a family that loves them and where they 

can see a future that is indeed bright. 

We want to be a church where people can recognize the 

dreams God has for them and where they are using 

their God-given gifts for His praise and glory. A 

church where each person has a rich and maturing life 

marked by the evidences (or fruits) of the Holy Spirit. 

This is nothing new to you I am sureðbut 
many of todayôs families are in crisis. In the 
face of divorce, financial pressures, hectic 
schedules, and temptations, raising a strong 
family can be tough. How do parents 
communicate with teenagers? Help kids 
resist peer pressure? Protect them from bad 
influences? Teach them to make wise 
choices? The world doesnôt offer many good 
answers, but Godôs Word provides both 
direction and reassurance.  
 
Proverbs 14.26 says, ñThose who fear the 
Lord are secure; he will be a refuge for their 
children.ò  
 
Our younger generation particularly needs 
refuge and security. Teens today are 
bombarded with challenges and choices 
their parents never had to consider. 
Pressures and temptations blindside them 
daily. Thereôs an urgent need to bring teens 
help and hopeðthe movie To Save a Life 
was created for this purpose. As a church 
one of the best ways we can help is to build 
stronger familiesðso there are fewer hurting 
teens. Imagine instead of spending the 
evening isolated, in front of computers and 
televisionsðfamilies studied the Bibleð
together. What if those same families could 
learn to forgive past hurts, and parents 
provided an example of how to make wise 
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decisions in line with Godôs will? Imagine families 
growing to know more about each other, using 
that understanding to build closer, more enduring 
relationships. What if families could deepen their 
faith and raise children who wanted to make a 
difference for Christ and His church? Nowð
imagine those families as active members of our 
congregationðbuilding ministries and reaching 
out to others. What a difference they could make! 
 
The Movie To Save a Life shows in practical, 
authentic ways how every action we take has a 
ripple-effect on others. Sometimes these actions 
are subconscious, but too often they are self-
serving and empty, and their ripples have painful 
consequences. Every person has the power to 
turn the tide by choosing to remain aware and 
reach outðespecially to those struggling in our 
families, communities, schools, and those on the 
fringe of acceptance by teen culture.  
 
We hope to use the movie To Save a Life to open 
up dialog about these issues with parents and 
teens, bringing hope and healing to hurting 
people of all ages.  
 
 
TO SAVE A LIFE WILL BE SHOWN IN OUR 
AUDITORIUM AT 7 PM EACH NIGHT OF AUGUST 13 & 
14. INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS.  
 
 
 



GOD'S SPECIAL  CREATION  CHANGES 
 
Before Adam and Eve committed the original 
sin in the Garden of Eden, the Bible states 
that there was no pain or death. After the 
"sin" God promised pain and death as 
mankind's punishment from that time on.  
 
In physics we have discovered the "Second 
Law of Thermodynamics." This law is 
sometimes called the "Death Law," because 
it states that all things in nature in a natural 
state will progress to lower energy and high 
entropy (high disorder).  
 
After the "original sin" the second law 
appears to have been put to use. In contrast 
to the beginning of our universe where only 
energy was introduced, now there is both 
energy and matter. The longer our universe 
exists the more of the original energy is 
being changed to matter. The universe will 
eventually suffer what we can call a "heat 
death" in which all energy will be completely 
changed to matter.  
 
Examples of this is the wearing down of 
mountains, slowing of the earth's rotation, 
the moon moving farther away from the 
earth, the suns consuming their fuel until 
their deaths, the moving of the suns and 
matter toward the center of our galaxy to a 
"black hole." Other examples are living 
plants, animals and "us" aging and dying, 
things wearing out, and all living things 
returning to their basic atom's and molecules. 
 
As stated, the Second Law of 
Thermodynamics appears to control all 
conditions in our world with all physical 
processes moving toward lower energy and 

higher entropy (more disorder). All 
processes obey this law, except living 
processes. Life, it seems, defies the Second 
Law for a while by increasing energy and 
reducing entropy by increasing order. An 
example would be a baby growing in its 
mother womb. 
 
There seems be an ongoing battle between 
the Second Law of Thermodynamics and all 
life on the earth. Life is very resilient, but 
has a built-in death process that allows the 
Second Law to win in the end as the 
organism reaches old age. 

 
The more you study Science, nature, life 
experiences, and the Bible, one can see that 
life appears to obey the "All the laws of 
science", only if a special creation for life is 
added to the facts. 

-by Jim Frager,  

Copied from the Morrowville Messenger 

 

 
 

HOW RELIGION MAKES PEOPLE MEAN 
             
The bulk of the finest people I have ever known 
are devoutly religious. But some of the 
meanest people I've ever known are also 
among the most religious people I've ever 
encountered. I struggled for a long time to 
figure it out. 
           
For example, one lady I grew to fear and avoid 
could quote more Scripture than just about 
anybody in our church. Little kids had better not 
touch her, though, or she would screech at 
them and make them cry. Her husband was a 
cowering little fellow who hardly ever spoke. I 
never wondered why. 
             
A preacher whom I recall very distinctly had a 
withering wit that he turned on people to mimic, 
mock, or otherwise humiliate them. As I think 
back on it, the worst thing about that memory is 
that I sometimes laughed as he did it.  
             
If you think I'm making it up that truly devout 
religious people can be mean-spirited and evil, 
just read the online comments made to stories 
in the New York Times or your local newspaper 
that speak positively about evolution or 
homosexuality. The invective is too harsh to 
reproduce here. Some of the comments even 
use profanity, assign the "godless evolutionist" 
to hell, or tell the "shameless perverts" that 
God will damn them at the Final Judgment. 
            
I've read a few of those pieces that made me 
think the writer would kill somebody if he 
thought he could do it without getting caught. 
So is it his religious conviction or fear of the 
police that keeps him from doing something 
evil? 
             
Nobody ever read one of those postings and 
thought the harsh language and judgment it 
contained helped them see Jesus.  

Understand his mission to the lost. Want to be 
his follower. Or give her a positive impression of 
his people. 
             
So I think I've figured out the mystery: Religion 
can lead people to do hateful and wicked things 
to people, but loving and following Jesus never 
does. 
             
Aren't "religion" and "following Jesus" one and 
the same thing? Hardly! Religion is the system 
of beliefs and institutional loyalties one 
embraces, while following Jesus is the 
conscious imitation of the person one learns 
about in the Gospels. And the only people 
Jesus ever called names or declared in danger 
of hell were the most religious people of his 
time and place! They prayed, made 
pilgrimages, gave money, worshipped with 
pious looks on their faces, and quoted 
Scripture. They had no clue about the loving, 
compassionate nature of God. 

             
Defending a pattern or system, proving my 
church is better than yours, or trumping my 
argument with your counter-argument breeds 
defensiveness. Makes tempers flare. Alienates 
friends. Starts wars. Makes people nasty. 
Breaks God's heart. Following Jesus produces 
humility and keeps you from being mean. 
             

Jesus never said "Be religious!" but simply 
"Follow me."  

From The Fax of Life by Rubal Shelly 

 

 

 

 

 



JIGSAW PUZZLES  
 

Here are some life lessons I've learned from 

jigsaw puzzles.... 

 

ß Don't force a fit. If something is meant to 

be, it will come together naturally. 

ß When things aren't going so well, take a 

break. Everything will look different 

when you return. 

ß Be sure to look at the big picture. Getting 

hung up on the little pieces only leads to 

frustration. 

ß Perseverance pays off. Every important 

puzzle went together bit by bit, piece by 

piece. 

ß When one spot stops working, move to 

another. But be sure to come back later. 

ß Variety is the spice of life. It's the 

different colors and patterns that make 

the puzzle interesting. 

ß Establish the border first. Boundaries 

give a sense of security and order. 

ß Don't be afraid to try different 

combinations. Some matches are 

surprising. 

ß Take time to celebrate your successes 

(even little ones). 

ß Anything worth doing takes time and 

effort. A great puzzle can't be rushed. 

ß The creator of the puzzle gave you the 

picture as a guidebook. 

 
 

ðauthor unknown  

 

August 1 The God Who Is There 
 

Genesis 1.1 

August 8 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
The Destruction of Jerusalem 

Mark 13 

August 15 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
The Second Coming 

Mark 13 

August 22 Guest Speaker 

 

[Jack is on vacation] 

August 29 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Becoming a ñCrosstianò 

Mark 15.25-34 

September 5 Jesus: The Powerful Servant 
Go and Tell 

Mark 16.1-18 

September 12 HEAVEN  

What a Wonderful Place! 

Does Heaven Exist? 

September 19 HEAVEN  

What a Wonderful Place! 

Who Will Be There? 

September 26 HEAVEN  

What a Wonderful Place! 

Will We Have Real Bodies 
and Have All Five Senses? 

October 3 HEAVEN  

What a Wonderful Place! 

What Will Not Be In Heaven? 

 

Denise and I are taking a vacation 
from August 19 through August 25, so 
I have collected some thoughts on 
taking vacation:   
 

No man needs a vacation so much as the person who 

has just had one.   

~Elbert Hubbard 

A good vacation is over when you begin to yearn for 

your work.   

~Morris Fishbein 

A vacation is what you take when you can no longer 

take what you've been taking.   

~Earl Wilson 

A vacation is like love -- anticipated with pleasure, 

experienced with discomfort and remembered with 

nostalgia.   

~Author Unknown 

A vacation is having nothing to do and all day to do 

it in.   

~Robert Orben 

The alternative to a vacation is to stay home and tip 

every third person you see.   

~Author Unknown 

Those who say you can't take it with you never saw a 

car packed for a vacation trip.   

~Author Unknown 

The rainy days a man saves for usually seem to 

arrive during his vacation.   

~Author Unknown 

Vacation:  Two weeks on the sunny sands -- and the 

rest of the year on the financial rocks.   

~Sam Ewing 

No vacation goes unpunished.   

~Karl Hakkarainen 

Vacation: a period of travel and relaxation when you 

take twice the clothes and half the money you need.   

~Author Unknown 

 

And finally . . . 

 

Vacations prove that a life of pleasure is overrated.   

~Mason Cooley 


