
Wow—what an awesome vacation we had. 

Denise and I got to see some of this 

country’s most amazing sights in South 

Dakota. We toured the Badlands National 

Park, Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse, 

Custer State Park and took a drive through 

Sturgis.  

All of those areas got me to thinking and 

comparing them to each other. We have the 

Badlands—obviously created by God—

carved into the South Dakota prairie. They 

are stunning in their beauty and symmetry 

and color. The hand of God is all over that 

place if you take the time to look for it.  

The tour of Mount Rushmore was 

inspiring—in the sense of comprehending 

the effort and hard work that went into 

carving such a monument out of a South 

Dakota granite mountain. The men and all 

the tools and equipment they used truly 

showed mans’ ingenuity and patriotism.  

The Crazy Horse monument was as equally 
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inspiring—maybe more so as it is being carried 

out through all private funds—no government 

money is involved. It pays tribute and honor to 

our country’s first citizens—the Native 

Americans. It  is an immense project, taller than 

the Washington Monument in D.C., and will 

probably not be finished in my lifetime. The 

work is being carried on by the family of the 

original sculptor commissioned to carve this 

mountain. Amazing dedication, hard work, and a 

true love not only for the work, but for the 

reason behind the work.  

And then there is Sturgis, South Dakota. Home 

of the (in)famous annual motorcycle rally that 

draws hundreds of thousands of people to a little 

town of 6,400. The Sturgis Rally definitely has a 

reputation of not being for the weak of heart or 

the younger children. But there is something 

about it that intrigues me. It was all started by 

one man (Clarence "Pappy" Hoel), who loved 

motorcycles way back in 1938. Through his 

efforts the Sturgis Rally now has attendance that 

rivals the entire state’s population.  

That’s the influence and impact one person can 

have. Think what could happen if those 

energies and determination and love were 

turned to the things of God’s Kingdom! What 

can one person do with the power of God 

working through them? What can you do with 

God’s power? Much more than you think or 

can even dream or hope for. What are you 

doing?  

God can do anything, you knowðfar more than you 

could ever imagine or guess or request in your 

wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us 

around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply 

and gently within us.  

Ephesians 3.20 (The Message)  

HOW TO EXPERIENCE REAL  LIFE CHANGE 

Do you ever feel like this? Do you think 
anyone in our church ever feels like this?  

Every day I wake up with good intentions 
to change my ways. I think today is going 
to be different. But it never is. Somehow 
and someway, I fall back into my same old 
ways of relating to people and my old bad 
habits. Sometimes I feel like thereôs a tug-
of-war inside me. I really want to do whatôs 
best, but I always end up disappointing 
myself and God. Iôve tried everything ï 
prayer, resolution, self-help tapes, and 
even hypnosis. Nothing seems to work. 
Why do I keep making the same bad 
mistakes? Why am I so resistant to 
change? Why do I do the things that I 
know are bad for me? Iôm very 
discouraged. I need help. 

What I have observed and experienced is  

good intentions are never good enough. The 
kind of change that God wants to see in your 
life, in my life, and in the lives of people in 
our church does not happen by simple 
willpower. The truth is we all have hurts, 
habits, and hang-ups that keep us from being 
everything that God has created us to be. 
These hurts, habits, and hang-ups ensnare 
everyoneð and we wonôt change simply by 
trying harder.  
   
The Bible says, ñIf the Son sets you free, you 
will indeed be freeò (John 8.36 NIV). But if 
you look around in a lot of churches, there 
are a lot of people sitting in chains. Weôre not 
living free. Iôve seen people who have been 
Christians for 20 years, and they still have 
the same habits, the same struggles, and the 
same carnality that everyone else does. 
They are simply not growing.  
   
Jesus says, ñI will set you free,ò but most of 
us donôt really feel free, and we certainly 
donôt live free. Instead, we feel more like 
Paul. In Romans chapter 7, Paul says, ñI 
donôt understand myself at all, for I really 
want to do what is right, but I donôt do it. 
Instead, I do the very thing I hate. I know 
perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, 
and my bad conscience shows that I agree 
that the law is good. But I canôt help myself, 
because it is sin inside me that makes me do 
these evil things é No matter which way I 
turn, I canôt make myself do right. I want to, 
but I canôt. When I want to do good, I donôt. 
And when I try not to do wrong, I do it 
anyway.ò   
   

I think all of us know where Paul is coming 
from. In every one of us there seems to be a 



civil war going on insideðbetween what is 
good and what is badðbetween God and 
Satan. The changes that God wants to see 
happen in your life, and in the lives of the 
people in our church and our community, are 
going to take more than prayer.  
   

Just attending church isnôt the answer either. 
Iôve been around church people almost all 
my life. Iôve met people who had been in 
church all their life and they were just as 
envious, just as angry, and just as 
cantankerous as everyone else. Church 
alone doesnôt change you.  
  

In fact, as you keep reading in Romans 7, 
Paul tells you what the answer to real life 
change is. And Paulôs answer for life change 
is the same as ours and the same as the 
answer for the people sitting in our church 
each weekend. He says, ñThank God! The 
answer is in Jesus Christ our 
Lordò (Romans 7.25).  
   

Jesus is the answer. Jesus uses a process 
to change our lives. Most of us donôt 
understand that process, though. And we 
canôt cooperate with that process if we donôt 
understand it.    
 

Understand that the goal of all change is 
Christlikeness.  God doesnôt want us to be 
happy; he wants us to be holy. We become 
holy as we become more like Jesus. When 
you look around at the brothers and sisters 
in our church this weekend, remember this ï 
Godôs goal for the people you see isnôt 
balance, happiness, or comfort. He wants 
nothing less than for them to become like 
Jesus.  

Paul tells us in Romans 8:29 (NIV), ñFor 
those God foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.ò Youôve heard the phrase, ñLike 
father, like son.ò God wants nothing more 
than for us to become like Jesus. God 
wants us to change to become like Jesus in 
how we act, how we talk, how we relate to 
others, how we relate to God, and every 
other aspect of our lives. Thatôs always the 
goal of biblical change. 

Realize that both you and God have a 
part to play in changing. You canôt do 
Godôs part in the change process, but you 
must do yours. You can see this clearly 
when Paul writes in Philippians 2. 12-13 
(NIV), ñContinue to work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you to will and to act according to 
his good purpose.ò Notice Paul says, 
ñContinue to work out ...ò Thatôs your part. 
And he says, ñfor it is God who works in 
you ...ò That's Godôs part. We both have a 
part to play. The Bible doesnôt say to work 
for your salvation. It says to ñwork it out.ò 
Thereôs only one way you can find salvation 
ï by grace through faith.  
 

I try to run at least 3 miles every day. It 
takes some time to get those ñrunning legsò 
in shape. One thing Iôve learned is that you 
donôt run or work out to create muscles you 
donôt have; you run to strengthen the 
muscles God has given you. When you 
ñwork outò your salvation, you donôt earn it. 
Instead, you strengthen what God has 
already given you.   You canôt change 
yourself, but ï because of the cross ï the 

Holy Spirit can. You do have a part to play, 
though. 
 

Accept that lasting change starts with 
choice. Whatever hurt, habit, or hang-up 
you have, change begins with a choice. 
Choice is one of the greatest gifts that God 
gives us. In Scripture, God tells us to make 
healing choices. The Bible says in 
Deuteronomy 30.19 (NIV), ñI have set 
before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Now choose life, so that you and 
your children may live.ò 
 
God says life is a choice. Jesus says, ñI 
came so that you might have life and have 
it more abundantly.ò Life is a choice. But 
most people are just existing. They get up 
in the morning, go to work, come home, 
watch TV, and go to bed. Then they get up 
in the morning, go to work, come home, 
watch TV, and go to bed. And they just 
keep repeating that pattern. Then they go 
to a party on the weekend and think, 
ñYeah, Iôm living.ò That's not living. Itôs 
existing. 
   
The kind of life that God wants us to have 
is not automatic. Spiritual growth is not 
automatic. You have to make choices to 
help yourself grow. Choices you and all 
those in our church need to make to grow 
spiritually and become more like Jesus.  

 
(excerpts are from an article written by Rick 
Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church, California)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you were involved—in some way in 

our Vacation Bible School program. If not, 

you missed out on being blessed. What a 

wonderful time we had with kids all over 

the place experiencing and discovering God 

everywhere. Every year this event reaches a 

bunch  of kids—plants the seeds of hope, 

faith, and love—and brings us together as a 

church like no other time of the year.  

 

That’s what I like best about VBS—seeing 

the church be church and reaching, helping, 

working together with one goal in mind. It 

takes a lot of prep work and a lot of 

planning and a lot of physical work putting 

everything together—but in the long run I 

want to say it is worth every headache and 

every drop of sweat it takes to reach 

children for Christ. Thanks church!   



August 2 THE KINGDOM OF GOD Part 1 of 3 

August 9 THE KINGDOM OF GOD Part 2 of 3 

August 16 Matt Jack, missionary to Budapest, Hungary will 

preach  

August 23 Jack will be gone on vacation, Matt Miles will preach  

August 30      THE KINGDOM OF GOD Part 3 of 3 

September 6 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
ñ...and the story goes onò 

Acts 1.4-11 

September 13 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
Are We There Yet?  

Acts 2.1-41 

September 20 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
Announcing Good News  

Acts 2.42-47 

September 27 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED 
A Personal Faith?  

Acts 3.1-26 

WELCOME TO THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE CCC FAMILY:  

 

JULY 5:  

Helen Drake by transfer of membership  


