you want to see God's power at work to the
fullest in your life, decide to take the steps
of faith He leads you to take. Spend time
often with God in prayer, listening for how
He guides you. Then always be willing to
say "yes" to following Him.

MAKE GOD YOUR TOP PRIORITY
Focus on your relationship with God as
your top priority above all else in life. When
you invest significant time and energy into
that, everything else will naturally fall into
place at the right time and in the right way.
The closer you become to God, the more
you'll start to want for yourself what He
wants for you, and the better you'll be able
to let go of your own plans so you can
receive God's plans for you.

PLACE YOUR FAITH IN GOD INSTEAD OF
IN A CERTAIN SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES
While your circumstances will constantly
change, God Himself will never change. So
your faith must rest on who God is rather
than on what God chooses to do or not do at
any given time. Keep in mind that God uses
your circumstances in a variety of ways to
accomplish good purposes, and often what's
most important to God is the process of you
becoming a strong person rather than just
reaching a certain destination. If you hold
onto your central purpose for your life and
trust God, the details will work out.
Respond to your current circumstances as if
you're confident that God is there, and then

you'll see God in the circumstances.

TRADE GRABBING FOR GRATITUDE
God doesn't owe you anything. So give up
unrealistic expectations of being entitled to
the life you want if you make good moral
choices. Stop grabbing for what you think
you're owed and instead try to receive each
moment God gives you with gratitude.
Realize that your challenging circumstances
may actually be gifts from God because
they're opportunities for you to grow more
into the person God created you to be.

LOOK FOR GOD'S LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
When you face a dark situation that's beyond
what you can handle, God will provide the
light of grace you need to deal with it and the
light of power you need to grow from
it. Remind yourself of some times in the past
when God has come through for you in
unexpected ways, and let those memories
reassure you that He will do so again. Choose
to love God even when you feel abandoned
and to worship Him through your tears,
trusting that He will continue to be faithful to
do what's best for you.

EMBRACE THE GIFT OF COMMUNITY
Don't isolate yourself from other people;
doing so will only make your pain worse.
Instead, dare to face who you really are and
risk opening your life up to others so you can
build authentic and meaningful relationships
with them. Value the encouragement and
support that those relationships can give you.

——————

When It's Time for Plan B

It doesn’t take
on this planet to realize life rarely works
out the way you plan it. Shattered
dreams and unmet expectations are all
too common in this fallen world, where
Jesus warned that everyone would have
trouble.

When your own plans fall apart and you
have to turn to "Plan B," you may
wonder why God hasn't shown up the
way you thought He would in that
situation - and He may not tell you why.
But God will always show up
somehow. And Jesus promises that He
has overcome the world's troubles and
will help you do so, too, when you trust
Him to guide you through "Plan B."

Here's what you can do when God
doesn't show up the way you thought He
would:

RUN TOWARD GOD INSTEAD OF AWAY
FROM HIM

Resist the urge to take matters into your

own hands; doing so will make the

V € situation worse, not better. You need God V i

more than ever when your life feels like it's
falling apart. Don't assume that God thinks
and feels the same way as you do about your
circumstances. Trust in the truth that He has a
greater perspective on them and knows what's
best. Run toward God and invite Him to work
the situation out for good as only He can.

GIVE UP TRYING TO BE IN CONTROL
This may be the hardest one for some folks!
Recognize that any sense of you being in
control is just an illusion. In reality, only God
is in control of what ultimately happens - to
you, and everyone else on the planet. Give
God room to work in your life, since He
knows what He's doing much better than you
do. Put it all - including your fear of the
unknown - in the hands of God, who knows
everything.

TAKE STEPS OF FAITH
Don't live in fear. Instead, pray for greater
faith and be willing to risk following where
God leads you in every part of your
life. God's power usually gets released when
people trust Him enough to obey Him. So if




FIND HOPE
When you feel hopeless, remember that God
works powerfully in situations that seem
hopeless. He even conquered death on the
Cross for the world's sins - the ultimate
hopeless situation - to make eternal life
possible.

WAIT WELL
It's while you're in the process of waiting for
what you're longing for that God often
transforms you into a stronger person. So
trust God's timing rather than when you wish
He would act.

USE YOUR PAIN TO EXAMINE YOUR LIFE
Ask God to show you what He wants you to
learn from the pain of your own plans falling
apart. Don't settle for a mediocre,
unexamined life. Let your pain motivate you
to grow.

KEEP CHOOSING FAITH
Remember that, eventually, God will bring
an end to your suffering - and in the
meantime, He wants you to continue to trust
Him. Keep choosing to have faith in Him:
trusting Him, loving Him, and letting Him
change you to become more like Jesus.

A summary fromPete Wilson'secent bookPlan B: What

Do You Do When God Doesn't Show Up the Way You

Thought He WouldqThomas Nelson, 2009).

MoST AMERICANS CONSIDER EASTER A
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY, BUT FEWER
CORRECTLY IDENTIFY ITS MEANING

A BORROWED LIFE
by Rick Rusaw & Eric Swanson

Religion News Service reports that less
than half of U.S. adults link Easter
directly to the Resurrection of Jesus,
even though most describe Easter as a
religious holiday.

According to a Barna Group survey,
seven in 10 respondents mentioned
religion or spirituality in their response
to an open-ended question about how
they describe what Easter means to
them personally.

But just 42 percent tied Easter to the
Resurrection. At 73 percent, baby
boomers (ages 45 to 63) were the most
likely to describe Easter as a religious
holiday, compared to two-thirds of those
ages 26 to 44 and Americans 64 and
older. The youngest group of adults
(ages 18 to 25) were least likely, at 58
percent, to use that kind of description.

"The Easter holiday in particular still has
a distinctly religious connection for
people but ... the specifics of it are
really fading in a lot of people's minds,"
said David Kinnaman, president of the
Barna Group.

Most likely, each of us has at some time taken
out a loan and then had to pay back more than
we borrowed. On the surface that may seem
somewhat foolish, but if we prudently used the
loan, it may have been a pretty good deal. A
good loan benefits the lender with interest, and
the borrower with the benefits gained.

Since our lives are on loan from God, there
should be benefits for both the lender (God)
and the borrower (us). Here's a helpful acrostic
with each letter of the word loan to help us
understand this concept:

L everaGE

Sometimes we take out a loan as leverage.
Leverage lets us get the biggest return for the
least investment. Sometimes those who
understand the stock market buy shares of
publicly traded companies "on margin®-
borrowed money-with the expectancy that the
stock will appreciate. That is leverage.
Understanding that our lives are on loan will
propel us to begin looking for ways to leverage
our lives-getting 30, 60, and 100-times return
on the life we have been loaned (Matthew
13:23).

OPPORTUNITY

Sometimes we take out a loan to take
advantage of a new opportunity. | (Rick)
remember the first time | needed a loan to buy
a house. Having just recently graduated from
college and begun a new job, | did not have a
whole lot of financial strength. The loan officer
at the bank was a very polite woman who was
patient enough to listen to me tell her about the
house. While | didn't possess all the things she
would have liked to see on my balance sheet,
she saw the opportunity and found a way to
help me secure enough money to purchase the

home. That bank certainly didn't loan me the
money without some hope of its being paid
back. They did, however, choose to make an
investment in me that enabled me to invest in
this new home. When we live an externally
focused life, we look for opportunities and go
after them.

ADbvance

Have we ever found ourselves in need of an
"advance" from God when our responsibilities
and obligations are much greater than our
assets and abilities? Are we ever in way over
our heads? How many times have we felt like
we are going under and-to put it in financial
terms-all of our checks are going to come back
marked ‘insufficient funds"...and then God
mercifully advances his grace toward us? If we
don't think our lives are His-if we think we can
manage just fine on our own-try living without
his overdraft protections!

Neeb

Have we ever been so broke that we needed a
loan just to get by? Chances are we went to a
sympathetic friend-or family member-to ask for
help. Perhaps the word need describes most
clearly something we really must understand
about living a life focused outside ourselves.
We have so much to do, so few resources to do
it with, and a limited time in which to do it. This
state of continual neediness draws us back in
prayer to God, our sympathetic friend...and He
gives us what we need today. The Bible says,
"Do not withhold good from those who deserve
it, when it is in your power to act. Do not say to
your neighbor, 'Come back later; I'll give it
tomorrow'-when you now have it with
you" (Proverbs 3.27-28). God does not
withhold. Acknowledging that God is the owner
and we are simply the managers keeps us
coming back to Him for what we need.



Each of these four terms gives us a few hints
about what it means to live in recognition of the
fact that all we have-including life itself-is from
God.

Jesus:
The Powerful Servant

This is an excerpt from the book: The Externally
Focused Life by Rick Rusaw & Eric Swanson

WELCOME TO THE NEWEST MEMBERS

OF THE CCC FAMILY - Apr11 4 THE UPSIDE IS A DOWNSIDE Luke 6.27-38

Easter Sunday

M ARCH 7:
Pennie Bjork by transfer of membership.
Be sure to welcome her and make the effort to get to
know her as God brings us together in His family.

April 11 THE GOSPEL UNLEASHED Acts 27.1-28.31
The Unsinkable Gospel

Major Kudos go to:

April 18 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 1.21-28

3 John Smith and Dave Drake for their Even the Demons Obey Him

work on remodeling the church kitchen.

April 25 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 2.23-3.6
3 Judy Smith and Tina Miller for cleaning True Values
and organizing the props, closets, and
kitchen. May 2 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 3.20-35

The Unforgivable Sin
B Gwenna Harms and the

Group for stepping up to direct the 2010

VBS: Our Lost World May 9 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 4.1-20
Soil Test
3 The Fellowship Team for the Baked
Potato dinner, Chili Cook off and Death May 16 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 4.35-41

by Chocolate contest. Calming the Storm

3 John and Dave for building new table
tops for the bases Michael Peterson
welded together.

May 23 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 5.21-43
Faith That Rescues

May 30 Jesus: The Powerful Servant Mark 8.27-38
| 6ve got some Good News and
got some Good News

[} Bob LaPierre for organizing the
community garden.
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